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Chapter Update

14 | Summer 2011 The WESTERN WAY

ARIZONA CHAPTER
President:  Will Merritt – will@willmerritt.com

I noted in the last Arizona Chapter report that our Treasurer,
Bob Fee and local Western musician and band leader, Bill Ganz,
had coordinated with the prestigious Fox Tucson Theatre to bring
Riders In The Sky to Tucson. Everyone had a great time and our
new Chapter had a table set up in the lobby with a WMA banner,
email sign-up lists and complimentary Western Way magazines!
The venue was very happy with the concert and audience
attendance and is looking forward to working with us in the future.
The Arizona Chapter was invited by local promoter, Jonathan
Holden of Rhythm and Roots, to set up a table in the lobby of the
Berger Performing Arts Center during the March 25th perfor-
mance of the one and only Sons of the Pioneers! The show sold
out and a promoter relatively new to Western music was
delighted with the evening’s grand success, plus he also got to
meet a group he has admired since he was child. I cannot say
enough about the Sons of the Pioneers but I will say they continue
to set the bar high and are ambassadors of the highest order for
this music we love. This Memorial Day weekend, May 28 & 29,
2011, the Arizona Chapter was part of supporting Old Tucson
Studios in presenting the first annual Old Tucson Cowboy Music
Festival: A Salute to Bob Nolan. Volunteers from the Chapter
stepped up to help out. We hope this annual event will become
a cornerstone for great music in the American west and also an
international tourist destination event. Shaking hands with people
at concerts, getting to know the delighted promoters, the
monthly meetings with our wonderful musical folk is heart
warming. We see so many enthusiastic people that love Western
music. There really is nothing else like it in the world. We hope
to see YOU soon at a WMA AZ Chapter meeting!

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER
President:  John Bergstrom – wsomusic@aol.com

A number of events have been scheduled by the California
Chapter for the balance of this year.  June 5th, Sourdough Slim
will be performing at the Well Fargo Theater of the Autry National
Center.  September 11, Mary Kay will open for Rusty Richards at
the same venue.  We will be continuing a series of developing
workshops with Joe Herrington presenting “The Power of Story
in Cowboy Poetry” on July 9th.  Hal Spencer will be presenting,
“Hands on Songwriting, Copyrights and Copywrongs” on August
20.  Our Sept 10 workshop is scheduled to be a history of saloon
piano by Dave Bourne.  All workshops are at the Autry National
Center which continues to be very supportive of  WMA efforts. 
Questions about these shows and workshops can be addressed
to Chapter President, John Bergstrom at WSOMmusic@AOL.com
or by phone to Program Chair, Marilyn Tuttle via phone at 818-
365-8709.  The California Chapter continues to sponsor jams

three times a month and is exploring a once a month showcase
opportunity at Viva Cantina in Burbank, CA.

COLUMBIA CHAPTER
President:  Bruce Matley – bmatley@columbiainet.com

The Columbia Chapter brought Cowboy Poetry Week to local
communities April 17-23. A committee of Lynn Kopelke, Ned
Bodie and Sue Matley kept the information flowing at the chapter
website with the help of webwrangler Jennifer Epps. Lynn also
secured the Washington Governor’s Proclamation, with Van
Criddle doing the same for Oregon. On a city level, John
Stellwagen netted a City of Waitsburg Proclamation and Sue did
likewise for Prescott, WA. Huge thanks to Margo Metegrano of
cowboypoetry.com for providing the inspiration and support for
all our efforts!

Here’s a brief run-down of the events (details available at
cowboypoetry.com): Cowboy poet Ned Bodie of Goldendale,
WA reports that Cowboy Poetry Week was very well received in
that city. In fact, Ned arranged two weeks of celebration with
performances at the Golden Gallery, the Public Library, and the
Maryhill Museum. On April 14th Ned gave a solo performance at
the Golden Gallery, where he was honored as their Artist of the
Month. On the 19th he co-hosted an open mic session at the Public
Library with about twelve participants reciting original works as
well as poems by Baxter Black, Red Steagall, and other published
poets. Sunday April 17 Cowboy Comic Lynn Kopelke presented
a rousing good time for a couple of dozen good folks at the City
Hall Saloon in Cumberland, WA, bestowing on them not only
their accustomed dose of cowboy hi-jinks but also the works of
Doris Daley, Dick Warwick, and others. Joseph “Coyote Joe”
Sartin of Milton-Freewater, OR organized events at schools,
libraries and round ups in several Oregon towns throughout the
week. A few hundred people attended these events, including
lots of kids (some of whom recited their original cowboy poetry).
Joe’s roster of entertainers included Columbia Chapter poet
Duane Nelson (The Dalles, OR) as well as poet Keith Anderson
(Pasco, WA) and guitarist “Little” Joe Maclutchen (Milton-Freewater,
OR). Columbia Chapter cowgirl poet and singer “Cimarron” Sue
Matley (Prescott, WA) teamed up poet, singer and yodeler “Red
Ridin’” Robin Dale (Walla Walla, WA) for two shows in south
eastern Washington. The Fourth Annual Prescott Cowboy Poetry
Evening was a particular success, including recitations by several
local area cowboy poets and Columbia teller of tall tales Martin
McCaw. Prescott Librarian Josh Westbrook merits special thanks
for making Cowboy Poetry Week visible in the community,
including outreach to Prescott Schools. In La Grande, OR,
Columbia Chapter member Lonnie Shurtleff and wife Pat orga-
nized the “Grande Ronde Western Music and Cowboy Poetry
Festival”, Saturday April 23rd. Lonnie, Columbia Chapter poet
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Jessica Hedges and (Northwest Chapter President) Bodie
Dominguez bossed afternoon open mic sessions, which were
interspersed with performances by the evening show entertain-
ers (Lonnie, Jessica and Bodie, plus Bobbie Hunter, JB Barber, Tim
Bullard, Blue Mountain Old Time Fiddlers). Columbia member
John Schultz of Prineville, OR joined Lonnie and Jessica in two
brief shows for event sponsors. Other highlights included an
evening chili feed (complete with jamming), an audience sing-
along of “You Are My Sunshine” as the evening show finale,
square dance presentation and lessons by the La Grande Star
Promenadors and an after-show dance featuring Lonnie’s music
from his “Honky Tonk History” show. Tuesday, April 19th brand
new Columbia Chapter members STAMPEDE! (Steve and Terri
Taylor) held a cowboy poetry event at the Herriman Library in
Herriman, UT.  The Taylors, with poets Laurie Tye and Don Korth,
presented, according to Terri, “Poetry and music to promote the
Cowboy Way…a way of life, a way of living and a way of thinking.”
A yodeling lesson and Chicken Dancing figured prominently in
the festivities.  Clark Crouch shared his poetry and his experiences
as a youthful Nebraska cowboy for twenty-two sixth grade
students at the Kenmore Elementary School on Monday, April
18th. On Wednesday, April 20th, he hosted a monthly poetry
reading for an adult audience of thirty held at The Creekside
(retirement community in Woodinville, WA). Clark was joined by
Del Gustafson for the event, and each recited their Art Spur
poems (“Lost Love” and “Pilgrim”, respectively), which were
published by cowboypoetry.com during the week. Dallas and PJ
McCord (Cresswell, OR) kept the cowboy poetry spinning on
their weekly radio show “Cowboy Culture Corner”. Columbia
Chapter’s Western Swing Diva Barbara Nelson (Pendleton, OR)
sang for the Umatilla-Morrow County home extension meeting
during “the week”; though her focus was music, she made sure
to promote Cowboy Poetry Week to the 20-25 folks present. Poet
and musician Dave McClure (Nespelem, WA) was busy “living
the life” April 17-23, reporting, “Don’t have anything planned up
here. With planting and all the spring stuff happening, I didn’t
have much time to do anything.”  Thanks to Dave and to everyone
who shares his circumstances in keeping “the life” in this most
important and fundamental way. The Columbia Chapter annual
meeting and showcase is scheduled for October 1, 2011, Cherry
Park Grange, The Dalles, OR. Look for details at website
www.columbiawma.org.

KANSAS CHAPTER
President:  Jeff Davidson – davidsonfour@yahoo.com

The Kansas Chapter is actively rejuvenating the interest in
western culture and music.  2011 marks the sesquicentennial year
(150) of Kansas statehood.  A recent highlight for Kansas WMA
was  a celebration of this milestone with a “Home On The Range
Concert” at Hutchinson’s Historic Fox Theatre, a restored 1931 art
deco theatre on March 13.  The show was a multi-media event
featuring songs which exemplified historical events of Kansas,
recorded narration of Kansas history and three video segments
which featured tributes to the people who settled the state, and
saluted 104 of the most famous Kansas natives.  The show
comprised a rustic stage setting, and included the Hutchinson
Symphony and McPherson Children’s Choir.  WMA members
who contributed their time and talents included the Diamond W
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Wranglers, Roger Ringer, Tallgrass Express, Jeff Davidson, Ron
Wilson, Three Trails West, Judy Coder, Prairie Rose Rangers, Barry
Ward, Fred Hargrove, Kerry Grombacher and Bill Barwick.    The
event was coordinated by the committee of Roger Ringer, Judy
Coder and Jim and Martha Farrell. The show served to foster unity
among the community of musicians and fans in Kansas who came
together to provide a musical salute to the heritage of Kansas and
the spirit of its people.   The show received rave reviews from local
press and the 600 who attended.  Other activities of the Kansas
chapter involved participation and promotion of Cowboy Poetry
Week, proclaimed by Governor Sam Brownback for the week of
April 17-23.  Present at the signing of the Proclamation by the
Governor were KS WMA president Jeff Davidson, Secretary Orin
Friesen, and WMA poet members, Geff Dawson, and Ron
Wilson.  Chaired by Ron Wilson the Governors Cowboy Poetry
Contest will be held June 11, in conjunction with the Symphony
in the Flint Hills event.  Members have been actively promoting
WMA by participating in recent events such as the Kansas
Sampler Festival, and the Prairie Rose Western Days.   Member-
ship has increased in the Kansas Chapter by 30% in 2011.

NEW MEXICO CHAPTER
President:  Ray Rutherford – bonray2@gmail.com

The New Mexico Chapter has completed their first venture
into the public realm with an appearance at the Ultimate Home
Show in Albuquerque on the weekend of March 19-20. Thanks
to Mary Ryland and Rick Huff for arranging this opportunity to
share Western music in a non-traditional setting. The Curly
Musgrave Memorial Stage provided the background for volun-
teer musicians Earl Gleason, Richard Martin, Doug Muchmore,
Ralph Estes and the Buckarettes. Chapter members were on hand
to pass out WMA brochures and magazines to interested
spectators. Positive feedback was received from the vendors and
attendees. The chapter is exploring other opportunities to expand
the audience for Western music in the state. This includes
preparing a list of venues that support Western music. This list will
be available to WMA performers who may be looking for
opportunities to perform within the state.

NORTHWEST CHAPTER
President:  Bodie Dominguez – bdominguez@cableone.net

The Northwest Chapter is still on the air Fridays with Tommy
Tucker’s Radio show on KRLC 1350. We support artists by giving
then air play, arranging concerts, furnishing sound equipment,
and finding them venues to play when they are in the area. We
also support gatherings such as the Columbia River Cowboy
Gathering in Kennewick, WA with sound equipment and per-
formers for that great show. Our good will ambassadors JB Barber,
as well as our great supporters Janice and Larry Groceclose, travel
to many Cowboy Gatherings looking for future members and
spreading the word about the Western Music Association; Janice
Groceclose is our treasurer, JB is the VP for the Northwest
Chapter. I have just retired and plan on joining JB, Janice and Larry
to maybe help new gatherings when they spring up. We hope to
see everyone down the road somewhere. Until then God Bless.

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
President:  Jim Garling – cowboyjimgarling@gmail.com

The Oklahoma Chapter continues to promote WMA and
Chapter membership. We’ll be hosting Judy Coder in concert at
Mineral Wells Park in Guthrie, Oklahoma on Saturday evening,
June 18.

UTAH CHAPTER
President:   David Anderson – davidacowboy@aol.com

The Utah Chapter has a new presidency.  Elected were David
Anderson, President; Cindy Argyle, Vice-president; Sam DeLeeuw,
Secretary; Vern Hill, Treasurer.  The Chapter will meet every other
month for a membership meeting followed by a social and jam.
The Chapter will focus on working with youth in regards to their
western heritage, encouraging them to become involved musi-
cally, writing histories or writing poetry.  The Chapter will go into
schools, clubs, 4-H and FFA groups.  Their goals also include
getting into the communities, with the purpose of “giving back”
the same support and interest that has been given to the Chapter.

WYOMING CHAPTER
President:  Dick Hall at rrhall@rtconnect.net

The newly reconstituted Western Music Association, Wyo-
ming Chapter, is kicking off their renaissance with a four-hour
open air concert on Friday Afternoon, June 24th in the Hot Springs
State park pavilion.  The event, sponsored in part by the Wyoming
Arts Council, is free to the public and runs from 1-4pm. 

While the concert is Western Music in mind, there will be
some other ‘roots’ on display.  Some Country music will be
included together some blue brass.  The idea is to explain to those
in the audience that are not familiar with the subtle differences
just what constitutes one or the other. Musicians and Cowboy
poets from Wyoming or elsewhere are invited to attend and
showcase their talent.  Talent at this writing includes Patti
Highland, a former Thermopolis gal who makes her home and
living in Florida as solo vocalist.  Dick Hall, Cowboy Poet, will
perform a few of his own compositions in addition to several from
the pen of former Hot Spring Country Resident, Col. Tim McCoy. 
Hub Whitt and his band will perform for an hour and provide
backup for other artists throughout the concert.  Additionally Zieb
and Joan Stetler will lead their Blue Grass Academy group.  And
finally, we’ll be doing a little jamming between performers and
host an open mic segment. This is the week before the Cody
Stampede so if you’re planning on being here for that, you just
might think about including us in your itinerary too!  The Wyo-
ming Chapter has some new blood injected and the hope is to
resurrect the group and return it to it’s once viable form.  Towards
this goal, membership in the WMA and the Wyoming Chapter
will be emphasized and promoted.

YOUTH CHAPTER
Coordinators : James Michael – mhosea@zianet.com

Jane Leche - imageonstage@yahoo.com
The Youth Chapter is taking on new life under the direction of

James Michael and Jane Leche. All WMA youth (under 18) both
performers and supporters are invited to join. There will be special
youth workshops in Albuquerque again this year as well as a stage
devoted to our young performing members.
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reckon everybody knows Bobby New-
ton, ex-editor of Rope Burns Maga-

by Les Buffham
�

can in some water then climbed up his
ALUMINUM ladder. Some where along
the way either goin’ up or comin’ down he
turned his hand that was holdin’ the coffee
can with water in it over and the water
poured out on the drill.

Reckon it was kinda like droppin’ a hair
dryer in the bath tub.

Bette said she heard him scream and ran
out and found him layin’ on the ground at
the foot of that ladder all passed out. She
didn’t think he was breathin’ so she gave
him a little farm girl CPR. Jumped up and
down on his chest a few times then ran in
and called 911.

Needless to say he survived and that
visit I had with him at County General was
the first time I can remember him not
wanting to tawk. He wasn’t hurt too bad,
nothing broken but a few ribs.

Wonder if that was from the CPR.

Mike Ley, picker and singer with the
venerable western music group Riders Of

The Purple Sage and also a co-writer of
mine (“Nobody Kisses Their Horse Any-
more” and others), recently took a tumble
from his horse. It resulted in a bad wreck.
He landed on his pratt and broke his pelvis
in a few places. I told him he was supposed
to ride around with his feet hangin’ down
not up and he agreed. I also told him he
should have done a little “air squirm” so he
landed on his head and it wouldn’t have
hurt him at all. He agreed with me there
too.

Needless to say, he went through an
extensive operation that involved titanium,
nuts and bolts, and pins and screws. He is
doing well in the process of healing enough
to start rehab. Don’t be suprised if you see
him down at Viva Cantina in Burbank
pickin’ and singin’ from a wheel chair.
Hard to keep a good man down.

I know he would welcome a call from
any fans and friends as he was gettin’ kinda
bored counting the tile squares on the wall
in the bathroom. His number is 805 217
5451.

i
zine and founding father of the AWA
awards show. If you don’t maybe I can help
you get aquainted.

I tried to call Mr. Newton a while back
to see how he was farin’ with those wild
hogs that have been tearin’ up his wife’s
garden and his hay stacks.

His wife Bette answered and said Bobby
was in the hospital. She gave me his room
number and the hospital where they had
him laid out and I called him. I asked him
what the problem was and he wouldn’t
tell me. He wanted to talk about every
thing else except why he was in the
hospital.

I called Bette back. She told me he was
working on the rain gutter on the back
porch and had climbed up there with an
electric drill and a coffee can with some
little angle iron pieces he had just cut off
with the chop saw. They were kinda hot
and he was in a hurry ‘cause it looked like
it might rain so he put them in the coffee

Rate/Issue          4X Rate/Issue
B&W or Color       B&W or ColorAdvertise in The Western Way

and reach the people you need to know!
Full Page
Full Page Inside Cover
Back 3/4 Page Color
Half Page
Third Page
Quarter Page Square
Sixth Page
1/12th Page (Logo Only)

$800
$900
$900
$500
$450
$400
$300
$135

$750
$850
$850
$450
$400
$325
$275
$125

Don’t wait – reserve your space today!

For more information on deadlines
and how to submit your ad,

  Email Lindalee Green at lindaleegreen@gmail.com
or Call 818-882-9017

�����

Buffham’s  Buffoonery



18 | Summer 2011 The WESTERN WAY

Michael . Martin . MurpheyMichael . Martin . Murphey

By: Don Cusic

 said Michael Martin Murphey, “but we can’t have a Western way if cattle
ranching is destroyed. “

 “I know we all love western music,” opined Murphey. “We all love cowboy
poetry or else we wouldn’t be reading The Western Way magazine and wouldn’t be
members of the WMA but a lot of people in the WMA and parts of the western genre
don’t even know about these cases. It’s hard for them to believe but it’s true that
there is an agenda to destroy the very culture that their music and art comes from.

“As a guy who’s been in the cattle business and the horse business for many
years I couldn’t stand by and fail to be an activist in this regard.  Now, some people
say that this is getting into politics and you shouldn’t get into politics if you’re an
entertainer. Well, the life of many many artists proves otherwise. What I’m singing
about is a culture that I can’t stand to see destroyed and it’s not just because of the
music and the poetry; the cattle business itself and the agricultural people are my
heroes. They’re the backbone of our nation and they’re severely mistreated and
given the back of a hand by every kind of bureaucrat you can think of, state Federal
and local, and this has been for going on 35 years now, ever since the Sagebrush
Rebellion started.“

With that statement, Murphey discussed the cattle ranching culture and how
it is threatened.

A Federal Agenda

“There is a clear cut agenda on the part of the Federal government, driven by
radical environmental organizations, that is destructive to the ranching culture
as we know it in the United States of America,” said Murphey. “They have been
joined by some local and state organizations who are imitating what they are
trying do, usually driven by developers who would like to develop on the fringes
of wilderness areas and confiscate land in order to be able to sell more real estate
for development. There is a group of elitists who think that public land was created
for them exclusively. They think the Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service,

“ I want to stay positive,”

18 | Summer 2011 The WESTERN WAY
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Wilderness and other public lands are
there for their definition of recreation,
for their hiking and camping and per-
sonal enjoyment. They don’t like the
fact that the Federal government leases
land to ranchers and farmers, and that
public land entities were initiated for
the management of natural resources-
not only recreation. They ignore the
fact that the health of the range de-
pends on it being grazed. Forests need
to be thinned, which prevents outra-
geous wildfires. This is opposite to the
picture that they paint.“

There are several issues that anti-
cattle groups dwell on. First is the
charge that cattle are not native to the
United States (they were originally
imported from Europe) so cattle don’t
rightly belong in the United States. Next
is the allegation that red meat is not
healthy and contributes to heart dis-
ease and the final bone of contention is
that cattle emit toxic gas. Some have
alleged that if every cow in the world
belched at the same time it would harm
the atmosphere worse than all gasoline
engine emissions.

“Every one of those justifications
have been questioned, and the reason-

ing behind them has been
determined to be seriously
specious,” Murphey stated.
“There is no proof that
cattle emitting gas causes
greenhouse gases that will
cause global warming. The
amount of emissions of gas
is so insignificant that
there’s no way they could
ever have anything like the
effect of automobiles. And
the effect of automobiles has
never been proven to be the
cause of global warming
either.

“Back in the early 90s
there were bumper stick-

ers that said ‘Cattle Free by ’93,’” continued Murphey.  “This was driven by a
number of different groups, including the Sierra Club, who said they wanted the
cattle taken off forest service land and public land because the public land ranchers
were destroying the land. However, scientific evidence did not support that and
this started something that has been called the ‘Sagebrush Rebellion.’ This pitted
ranchers, loggers, miners and farmers against Washington bureaucrats over the
resources of the West’s land, minerals, resources and grass. It had a lot to do with
water.

“It was a larger agenda than just targeting cattle ranchers, but they used
ranchers as a tool for justification of their agenda. For example, they’d take pictures
of a patch of ground on a ranch where there wasn’t much grass--then they’d

...Rangeland Rebel

Continues on page 20
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publish the picture as if that was typi-
cal of that rancher’s management. Fi-
nally, a rancher named Jim Chilton,
who ranches in Southern Arizona, sued
the Center for Biological Diversity and
won a $600,000 settlement- nearly put-
ting the organization out of business.
But that’s not common. Most ranchers
don’t have the resources to pursue a
lawsuit.

 “There were 60 to 100 million buf-
falo grazing this country when Lewis
and Clark came across it. That’s just
counting the buffalo, that’s not count-
ing the elk, deer, goats and sheep and all
the other grazing animals that were
out there. We’re talking in the hun-
dreds of millions of grazing animals
and in the tall grass region of the prai-
rie, which once comprised most of the
prairie. That grass was belly high to a
horse and higher and the rangeland
was in wonderful shape. There’s a sym-
biotic cycle that happens between graz-
ing animals and the health of the range-
land. Their hooves aerate the soil, their
manure and urine fertilizes, and the
way wild animals graze stimulates the
growth of new grass. Grass that is not
grazed turns to desert.”

“You get more grass and better ri-
parian areas when you have a lot of
animals engaged in rotational inten-
sive grazing. Now when you fence them
in too much, and start making it hard
for those herds to move around, there
can be some overgrazing because
you’re over-fencing. That gives the ani-
mals no choice but to graze it down
nothing, making it hard for grass to
come back. But natural and managed
rotational grazing is good for the land.
Animals don’t return to an area until
the grass comes back.”

Alan Savory and
Holistic Management

Alan Savory is a native Zimbabwean
who originated the “Holistic Manage-
ment” concept. This concept deals with
land degradation and Savory began
working on this problem in Northern
Rhodesia when he served as Provincial
Game Officer. In “Holistic Manage-

ment” Savory uses livestock and planned grazing as agents of change.
“Alan Savory had a very difficult time with environmentalists who wanted to

take cattle off the land back in the 90s. They wouldn’t listen to him,” said Murphey,
“but they had no direct experience with ranching, and didn’t realize that ranchers
are often the people who are going to save the range, not destroy the range. Savory
even made a very incredible statement in a speech I heard him make in the ‘90s at
the Holistic Resources Management Convention in Albuquerque, which was
attended by several thousand people from all over the country and all over world.
He said ‘Since most of the agricultural land is grazing land, cowboys are the only
people who can save the world. There isn’t enough water to turn rangelands into
irrigated cropland. If the whole world became vegetarian, the rangelands would
turn to desert very quickly.”

A Clash of Cultures

Part of the problem is the shift from an agrarian nation to an urban nation where
over 80 percent of the population in the United States lives in urban areas. Urban
dwellers are far removed from agriculture; their idea of “beef” is something that
comes wrapped in a package at the grocery store rather than from real live cattle
raised on farms and ranches. The problem is compounded by a lack of education
concerning agriculture in schools.

 “We’ve had a tremendous number of people move into urban areas,” observed
Murphey. “Young people go to urban areas because the tax money supports big
state schools and the education system is better. You don’t have these kinds of
institutions in rural areas. There are notable exceptions to that but, for the most
part, the major college, university and intellectual institutions are in big cities.
Rural kids leave for the big city to go study in college. By the time they get out they’re
pretty urbanized. A lot of times they get jobs in the city and never leave. We’ve seen
a tremendous shift in our population as people move away from living in rural
areas to live in urban areas, and the urban constituency doesn’t get taught

anything about agriculture. Thus, they don’t support it.”
“The essential primary activity of humankind - growing food - has sustained

our planet and sustained human beings. But farming and ranching is barely
mentioned in our primary education schools. You’ve got to be an Ag major in
college to learn anything about that. If it were not for clubs like 4-H and Future
Farmers, young people wouldn’t learn about agriculture. Even farmers and
ranchers often don’t have time to teach their kids about the wider world of
agriculture. Now in Social Studies they teach about what’s going on in society -
how the American political system works, current events, and social trends and
all that. But they don’t talk about the farm and ranch land. Kids don’t know how
things work. It’s not their fault. They’re not taught anything about agriculture- not
even in biology class.

“Most contemporary children and adults have no idea how things are grown,”
continued Murphey. “ For example, they don’t know that agriculture is a huge
business in the state of California. They think it’s Hollywood movie and music stars
that make California cool. It’s big business in Tennessee, too- but most people think

Murphey Continued from page 19
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It’s hard...to believe but it’s true...
there is an agenda to destroy the very culture
that (Western) music and art comes from.
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that the “Country Music” made on Music Row is the main industry in Tennessee.
That’s not surprising when popular television shows spew out endless gossip
about the stars of entertainment, and few shows that inform about the stars and
heroes of agriculture. Agriculture is the biggest and most important business of
our nation. When you add it all up there are more dollars tied to the crucial industry
of agriculture than anything else. I mean, how in the world do you think the
Chicago Board of Trade and the commodities traders got started? They weren’t
trading jewelry. They’re trading agricultural products- wheat, potatoes, rice,
corn, cattle, pork bellies, you name it. That’s the foundation of our country’s
economy. It’s actually the foundation of every country. Any country that doesn’t
have good agricultural land, can’t sustain itself agriculturally and has to import
food, has internal struggles that are hard to solve. They’re constantly experiencing
revolutions and battles over land and water. Even oil and gas-rich nations can’t
afford to sustain their societies if they have poor agriculture. Most people in the
Middle East struggle for their daily bread.”

Protecting the environment is a legitimate concern for Americans, but they are
sometimes misguided, according to Murphey.

“When the Federal government started supporting the ethanol industry it
looked like a move toward a greener world because we’d have sustainable
alternative fuel,” noted Murphey. “They overlooked the fact that farmers were
going to be driven to take price supports, grow tons of distiller’s grains- mostly
corn genetically engineered for use as a fuel product. They didn’t see that famines
would develop all over the world as a result of the fact that we were no longer
growing corn for food. In recent years, we are shipping less edible grain overseas
to starving people because it’s going into gas tanks. They also overlooked a lot of
other environmental degradation that ethanol plants cause by using up so much
water. Now, I’m not saying that every ethanol plant is a bad one, but many of them
use too much water to process the grain to fuel, and a lot of fossil fuel gets used to
plant and harvest the grains. Using the food base to produce  fuel is one of the
stupidest ideas that our government has ever supported. It’s been proven that it
takes more fossil fuel to farm and transport the corn to processing plants than it
saves us by using ethanol. It also takes a huge amount of water to make a little
ethanol. Aquifers are being depleted, water is being polluted.”

Other Voices

“I’m not alone in my activism. Waddie Mitchell has been a strong advocate for
the ranchers and farmers in this battle over the rangeland between government
and ranchers,” said Murphey. “He got involved pretty heavily, and began speak-
ing out on it, even at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering when he did his
keynote address. It caused a lot of controversy at that time because the Cowboy
Poetry Gathering was getting some Federal grant money from the NEA and from
other private organizations that were favorable to radical environmentalists. The
Cowboy Poetry Board got scared to death that some of us were going to hurt them
and get that funding jerked. At one point we were told to not talk about politics,
religion or any of our social preferences on stage.

“At that Board meeting, and Waddie Mitchell backed me up, I said, ‘Well,
Waddie, I don’t know about you but that just sorta cuts me out of being a performer
on this thing because that’s what my music is about. My music is about my love
of ranching, and my right to be a rancher and a cowboy in a free country.’

“To the credit of the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering and the Western
Folklife Center, they backed off. They realized Free Expression as a necessary
element in any art form. So they said, ‘O.K. you guys can say whatever you want
to on a stage. We’re not going to tell you what to say, but we reserve the right to

Continues on page 30
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 Roy Rogers:

part 1  |  by Don Cusic

That first “Roy Rogers Show” featured Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans and their sidekick Pat Brady in an action packed
episode called “Jailbreak.” The show was sponsored by Post
Cereals and featured Roy and Dale in Paradise Valley at the
Double R Bar Ranch and in Mineral City at Dale’s Eureka Café,
where Pat Brady served as a cook at the restaurant and
foreman of the ranch. Just as important as Roy, Dale and Pat
were their companions, Roy’s horse “Trigger,” Dale’s horse
“Buttermilk,” their dog, “Bullet” and, of course, Pat Brady’s
jeep, “Nellybelle.” It was a show that embraced the “Family
Era” of the 1950s and each 30 minute show ended with Roy
and Dale singing “Happy Trails to You,” which became one
of the most beloved western songs of all time.

“The Roy Rogers Show” was shown on NBC from 1951
until 1957, then was leased to the Nestle Company, which
sponsored re-runs for six years. Between 1958 and 1961 the
show was syndicated in 130 markets for Saturday morning
viewing. The show moved over to CBS, again sponsored by
Nestle and the Ideal Toy Company, and was shown until
1964. For the “Baby Boom” generation, Roy Rogers was
indeed, the “King of the Cowboys” and an early idol and hero.

Watching the “King of the Cowboys” on the TV screen, it
was hard to imagine that he started his life on the eastern side
of the Mississippi River and spent his youth not on a ranch
but on an Ohio farm. The man who became a TV star during
the 1950s was born before television was invented.

The Early Years

The U.S. Bank Event Center sits beside the Ohio River in
Cincinnati and next to the Great American Ballpark, home of
the Reds baseball team. This event center is where the top
stars perform in Cincinnati; if this were the 1940s or 1950s

From Len Sly to Roy Rogers

There weren’t many TVs in
American homes at the end of

1951 and those who had one
watched a small, black and white

picture that was “blurry” by
today’s standards.  On Sunday

evening,  December 31 at 6 p.m.
on the NBC network,

“The Roy Rogers Show” had its
premier.  The half hour show was

preceded by a half hour broadcast
live from the El Capitan Theater in

Hollywood and featuring Bob
Hope, who promoted his newest

film, Son of Paleface, where Roy
had a starring role.

 Roy Rogers:
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when Roy Rogers was in his heyday as a touring act, this is
where he would have performed. Ironically, the man who
became known as Roy Rogers was born where this Event
Center is now located.

Before he became Roy Rogers he was Leonard Franklin Sly,
born on November 5, 1911 at 412 East 2nd Street (now Pete
Rose Way) in Cincinnati. He was the third of four children
and the only son of Andrew and Mattie (Womack) Sly. Andy,
as he was known, was born in Portsmouth, Ohio in 1883 and
married Mattie Womack of Carter County, Kentucky around
1905. During their time in Portsmouth their daughters Mary
and Cleda were born. In 1910 the family moved to Cincinnati
where they lived in a two-room apartment building and
Andy worked at the U.S. Shoe Company.

Two years later, in 1912, Andy and his brother Will built
“Andy’s Ark,” a houseboat that was 50 feet long and 12 feet
wide and traveled back to Portsmouth where they docked on
the river bank by Chillicothe Street. This is where the Sly
family lived for eight years and where their fourth child, and
third daughter, Kathleen, was born in 1915.

In 1919 Andy Sly, a master shoemaker who worked at the
Selby Shoe Company in Portsmouth, bought a small farm
near Duck Run, Ohio, about eleven miles up the Scioto River
from Portsmouth. Andy, with help from his brother and son
Leonard, built a six room house and tried to make a living as
a farmer but didn’t do well so he went back to the shoe factory
in Portsmouth while Mattie and the four children worked the
farm. Young Leonard, whose first ambition was to become a
doctor or perhaps a dentist, did a lot of farm work during his
growing up years and learned to ride on
Babe, a black mare.

Growing Up

During the 1920s Leonard saw his first
movies at the Portsmouth Theatre and
received his first gun, a .22 Winchester
rifle, on his twelfth birthday. Andy and
Mattie both played the guitar and taught
Leonard how to play as well as yodel.
Around this time—1923 and 1924—
Leonard began calling square dances,
playing the guitar owned by his Dad and
Mom. In addition to playing for square
dances, Leonard joined the 4-H club and
won prizes with his hogs at the Scioto
County Fair. One of his “prizes” was a
week-long trip to Columbus, Ohio for a 4-
H Club Congress where Leonard saw a
city for the first time.

Mary Sly, born April 14, 1906, married
around 1924 and moved to the Los Angeles area of California
with her new husband. In 1926 Len, as he was called, entered
McDermott High School and learned to play the clarinet. By
1928 Len had gained a reputation as one of the best square
dance callers; the family moved back to Cincinnati where Len
bought a second hand guitar for $20. Len was going on 17
when he obtained a job at the U.S. Shoe Factory, working with

his father while his sister, Cleda, and her husband looked
after the farm in Duck Run.

On October 29, 1929 the Stock Market Crash on Wall Street
in New York led to the Great Depression. Andy and Len Sly
disliked working in the shoe factory, but were thankful to
have a job. Meanwhile, Andy and Mattie’s daughter Mary
wrote regularly from California telling them how beautiful
that state was. The family missed their oldest child and Len
wanted to see his sister as well as California.

To California

By June, 1930, Andy and Len had saved almost $200—a
considerable sum—and decided to pack their 1923 Dodge
truck with their belongings and head to California pulling a
trailer. In that truck were Andy and Mattie, Len, an aunt and
the family dog. In Magdalena, New Mexico the truck’s ball
bearings wore out; they fixed that but broke down again in
Arizona. They bought another car for spare parts and towed
it along with the trailer to Mary’s home.

Mary’s husband owned a hauling company and Len and
Andy drove dump trucks that he owned, bringing gravel to
road construction crews. About four months later—prob-
ably in September or early October—the Sly family went
back to Ohio. Leonard did not stay in Ohio long; he soon
headed back to California with Mary’s father-in-law.

In 1931 Len landed at job at the Fox Hill Golf Course in
addition to driving dump trucks for his brother-in-law.
Andy and Mattie sold their farm in Duck Run and moved to

California, where Andy and Len drove
dump trucks until the company when
bankrupt. The family rented a house in
Lawndale and Len, Andy and Russ Scott,
a cousin, got a job picking peaches in
Tulare for the Del Monte Packing Com-
pany. At night, after picking peaches all
day, Len and his Dad took out their gui-
tars and entertained the other migrant
workers.

First Forays in Show Music

In the Fall of 1931, Andy found work
in a shoe factory while Len and his cousin,
Russ Scott, decided to play music for a
living. At the Arrow Theater on Main
Street in L.A. the two played for $2. Len
then joined another cousin, Stanley Sly
and, billing themselves “The Slye Broth-
ers,” performed at night while searching
for work as laborers during the day.

“The Slye Brothers” played wherever they could find a
crowd and generally got paid by passing the hat. They
attracted the attention of a theatrical agent, who booked
them into some less-than respectable places. By this time,
Stanley Sly had seen enough of show business and decided
to quit.

Continues on page 24
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Len Sly joined Uncle Tom Murray’s Hollywood Hillbillies
and, in the summer of 1931, performed on the “Midnight
Frolic,” an amateur radio show on KCMS in Inglewood on
Saturday nights from midnight till 6 a.m. Len demonstrated
his talents on the guitar, mandolin, banjo and as a singer but
didn’t win the contest; however, a short while later he was
offered a job with the Rocky Mountaineers by their manager,
Ebb Bowen. They wanted him to sing and play the guitar.
There was no pay for the job, but they broadcast a weekly
radio show on KGER in Long Beach. The radio show led to
bookings where the band made a little money.

Len Sly loved to sing harmony and wanted to put together
a vocal group for the Rocky Mountaineers; the Mountaineers
were reluctant to add more members but on September 30,
1931 placed an ad in the Los Angeles Examiner newspaper in the
classifieds under “Theatrical” that read: “YODELER, for old-
time act. to travel. Tenor preferred. 1727 E. 65 st.”

Several singers were auditioned but none fit until Bob
Nolan, a life guard at Venice Beach, showed up and, prima-
rily because of his ability to yodel, was hired.

Bob Nolan

Robert Clarence Nobles was born on April 1, 1908 in New
Brunswick, Canada but moved to Boston to attend school.
His father, Harry Nobles, joined the United States Army
during World War I and then, after the war, retired to
Tucson, Arizona. At the age of 14, Bob joined his father in
Tucson and the Southwestern landscape with its deserts had
an immediate and profound impact on him. Bob Nobles
changed his name to Nolan and began to seriously compose
poems while attending the University of Arizona; there he
wrote the poem that eventually became the song “Cool
Water.” In 1929, after college Nolan moved to California,
joining his father who had moved there.

A few days after Nolan was hired, Len was convinced that
a trio would be better so Bill “Slumber” Nichols, a friend of
Nolan’s joined. The new trio clicked and Nichols added a
violin in addition to his vocals for the group.

The trio practiced 12-14 hours a day but one night, driving
home from KGER, manager Ebb Bowen told Nichols there
were too many in the group and fired him. A week later,
someone from the group phoned Nichols and asked him to
come back; the group re-hired him despite Bowen’s decision
to let him go.

First Marriage

During his time with the Rocky Mountaineers in Long
Beach, Len met Lucile Ascolese, who, along with her girl-
friend, Opal, spent their lunch hour at the radio station
watching the group perform. Lucile was an only child of the
Italian-American couple Joe and Vinchinea Mele Ascolese,
who lived in Wilmington, near Long Beach. Lucile was 18 and

attending the Chicago College of Beauty in Long Beach. She
and Len began dating and on Wednesday, May 8, 1933 Len,
then 21 and Lucile, 19, were married by the Justice of the Peace
in Santa Ana with Bill “Slumber” Nichols as Best Man.

Tim Spencer

The trio of Sly, Nolan and Nichols performed together for
almost a year but wasn’t making much money so Bob Nolan
quit, which led to another ad on August 11, 1932 that read:
“Harmony yodeler, baritone singer. Young one who plays
stringed instrument preferred. EX 1586.” This brought Tim
Spencer to the group. Despite the fact that Spencer could not
yodel, Sly decided to hire him.

Vernon “Tim” Spencer was born on July 13, 1908 in Webb
City, Missouri. Spencer’s family moved to New Mexico when
he was a child, then moved to Oklahoma where he became
involved in school musicals and purchased a banjo ukulele.
He began entertaining in and around Tulsa, Oklahoma then,
after finishing school, moved to Los Angeles to try and break
into the movies.

The trio of Sly, Nichols and Spencer worked with the
Rocky Mountaineers until the middle of 1933 when they left
and joined Bennie Nawahi’s International Cowboys.

O-Bar-O Cowboys

Len, Nichols and Spencer left Nawahi’s group and formed
the “O-Bar-O Cowboys” with “Cactus Mack” and a fiddler
named “Cyclone.” The group’s booking agent sent them on a
six-week tour of the Southwest, traveling in “Cyclone’s”
Pontiac. They would perform on a local radio station to
advertise their appearance, usually parade around town
with a megaphone announcing their show and then perform
that evening.

They started in California and performed in the Arizona
towns of Yuma, Miami, Safford, Phoenix and Willcox. In
Willcox, which was the home town of “Cactus Mack,” there
was a large crowd, which moved Cactus to quit the group
and stay in Willcox. Along the way, Cyclone quit, too, and
headed back to California.

They hardly made any money—barely enough for food
and gas—and when they arrived in Roswell, New Mexico in
June, they hunted rabbits and hawks in order to eat. Singing
over the radio station, they announced they would trade a
yodeling song for a lemon pie. Eighteen year old Grace Arline
Wilkins and her mother and brother came to the station with
a lemon pie in exchange for “Swiss Yodel.” This is where Len
met the woman who became his second wife.

The tour finished in Lubbock, Texas, where Tim met his
future wife, Velma. Love blossomed but the group dis-
banded.

Jack and His Texas Outlaws

When Len returned to Los Angeles, he and Lucile rented
an apartment on 88th Place. Len managed to find a few
opportunities to perform on radio, then he and Tim Spencer

Roy Rogers Continues from page 23
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joined Jack and His Texas Outlaws on radio station KFWB.
There was no pay for the radio gig but it led to appearances
in the evenings where they might make some money. Tim
decided to leave and found a job at the Safeway grocery store;
Bob Nolan worked as a caddy at the Bel-Air Country Club
and as a life guard.

Len wanted to be in a group—he disliked being a solo
performer—and wanted to convince Spencer and Nolan to
give it another shot. According to Sly, “I went over to the
Safeway warehouse where Tim was working and asked if he
would be interested in starting up a trio again, and he was
really excited about it. Tim was always full of enthusiasm in
those days, so we drove over to the Bel Aire Country Club
where Bob was working as a caddie and presented our idea
to him. Bob let us know in no uncertain terms that he thought
the idea of going back into music was plain crazy.”

According to Rudy Sooter, a member of the Outlaws, Sly,
Spencer and Nichols had performed with the Outlaws but
Nichols decided to quit show business. In Scooter’s version
of the story, he, Sly and Spencer drove to the Bel Aire Country
Club where Nolan said “no way” but a week later, after
Nichols announced he was quitting, they went back to Nolan
and “after a long-long begging and pleading Bob says the
only way I’d consider it is to be guaranteed a place to eat and

sleep. I said I have a three bedroom home with just my wife
and myself. And I think we eat very well. Tim said that does
it, and he and Len started cramming Bob’s things in boxes,
etc.” and they went over to Scooter’s house.

In December, 1933, the trio of Sly, Spencer and Nolan
joined Jack and His Texas Outlaws and quickly became
popular with their three part harmonies and Nolan’s songs.
They lived and practiced at a boarding house at Carlton and
Bronson in Hollywood but, after landing a sponsor and a $35
a week payday for each at KFWB, Sly rented a rooming house
at 1453 Tamarind Avenue in Hollywood, two blocks from the

radio station. The group performed on KFWB early in the
morning and practiced 8-10 hours a day. One of their most
popular songs was “The Last Roundup,” which became
popular that year.

The Last Round-Up

“The Last Roundup” was written by Billy Hill, who was
born in Boston and studied violin. Hill visited the West as a
teenager and briefly worked as a cowboy and miner. In the
mid-1920s he and a friend visited a Texas ranch where they
watched a cowboy trampled to death after he fell from his
horse. This became the inspiration for “The Last Round-Up.”

Hill was a professional songwriter who wrote songs for
the movies. He married DeDette Walker, the model for the
“Columbia lady” logo of Columbia Pictures, and the two
moved to New York where Hill struggled to make a living. He
wrote “The Last Round-up” in 1931 when he was flat broke.
He almost sold “The Last Round-Up” for $25 when his wife
gave birth to their daughter in an elevator because a hospital
refused to admit them without payment in advance. How-
ever, Gene Buck, head of the performing rights organization
ASCAP gave Hill a $200 advance, which allowed him to keep
the song. It was published by Shapiro, Bernstein and Com-

pany in 1933 and first performed by Joe
Morrison at the Paramount Theater in
New York. It became one of the most
popular cowboys songs of all time after
it was sung by Don Ross in the “Ziegfeld
Follies” of 1934.

The Sons of the Pioneers

The group was known as the “Gold
Star Rangers” when they performed
their morning show on KFWB and as
“The Pioneers” in the evening. Some-
time between September, 1933 and Feb-
ruary 1934 the trio hired fiddle player
and bass singer Hugh Farr. They were
a popular group, performing regularly
in and around Los Angeles on radio
shows and personal appearances.

Shortly after Farr joined the group,
announcer Harry Hall introduced them
as “The Sons of the Pioneers,” telling the
young men that they were too young to

be Pioneers and that the new name fit better. On March 3,
1934 they “officially” became the Sons of the Pioneers be-
cause that name was listed in a newspaper log on that date.

Nolan’s original songs were a major reason the group was
so distinctive and a primary reason the group decided to
develop a “western” image and sing “western” songs. In
composing, Nolan usually wrote out what he wanted to say
in the song first, then worked on the lyrics and, finally, the
music. Nolan’s distinctive lead vocals were also important
to the success of the group in addition to the harmonies all

Continues on page 26
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three mastered.
It quickly became obvious that the sound of harmony

yodeling, and trick yodeling developed by Sly and the songs
of Bob Nolan fit together well. Nolan was an extremely
talented songwriter and by the time he joined Sly and
Spencer had already written “Way Out There” and “Tum-
bling Tumbleweeds.” This gave the group their distinctive
sound and they were soon popular in the Los Angles area.
They performed on radio station KFWB from 1934 to 1936,
then moved over to KHJ, where they were part of Peter
Potter’s Barn Dance with the Four Squires and Stafford
Sisters.

Decca Records

Decca Records was formed in 1934 with Jack Kapp, for-
merly the head of Brunswick as the head of the label. The
“parent” company was The Decca Gramophone Company,
founded in London on July 1, 1929 by Edward Lewis, a
stockbroker who purchased The Decca Company, originally
established in 1914 to market portable gramophones, which
became popular with soldiers in the trenches during World
War I. In 1933 the company acquired the American Edison
Bell Company and the following year the American Decca
Company was formed.

American Decca was incorporated on August 4, 1934;
their first session was on August 8, with Bing Crosby record-
ing “Just a-Wearyin’ for You” and “I Love You Truly.”

On that same date, August 8, 1934, the Sons of the Pioneers
held their first Decca recording session, doing four songs
written by Bob Nolan: “Way Out There,” “Tumbling
Tumbleweeds,””Moonlight On the Prairie” and ”Ridin’
Home.”

Gerald King, program director at KFWB, formed a tran-
scription company, Standard Radio, and signed the group to
record for him; they recorded 102 songs on 16 discs. These
transcriptions were used for radio airplay. In 1935, King
began using the RCA Studios where Art Rush was setting up
RCA’s transcription library.

 On the first transcriptions, there were four members of
the Sons of the Pioneers: Sly, Nolan, Spencer and Hugh Farr;
for the second and third series, guitarist Karl Farr, brother of
Hugh, was added. The group recorded a wide variety of
material, from folk, country, and gospel to some jazz-like
instrumentals by the Farr Brothers. These transcriptions
played an important role in the history of the Sons of the
Pioneers, exposing them to a large audience through radio
airplay.

The transcriptions were sold to radio stations who, in
turn, found a sponsor who paid for the radio airtime.

The second recording session the Sons of the Pioneers did
for Decca was on March 7, 1935 when they recorded “I Follow
the Stream,” “There’s a Round-Up In the Sky,” “I Still Do” and
“The Roving Cowboy.” Four days later—on March 11—they

recorded “Will You Love Me When My Hair Has Turned to
Silver” and “Popeyed” and then on March 13th they recorded
“When Our Old Age Pension Check Comes To Our Door and
“When I Leave This World Behind.”

Early Movies

The group appeared (as “The Gold Star Rangers”) in their
first movie, The Old Homestead, which was released in August,
1935. They also appeared in Slightly Static, an MGM short, and
Way Up Thar with Joan Davis, also in late 1935. They then
appeared in Gallant Defender and The Mysterious Avenger for
Columbia with cowboy star Charles Starrett.

Their songs were quite popular; “Moonlight On the Prai-
rie” was in a Dick Foran western in 1935 and Nolan’s classic,
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds” was the name of Gene Autry’s
first full-length feature film in 1935. This movie launched
Gene Autry’s career as the first successful Singing Cowboy.

Divorce

Len and Lucile Sly were granted a divorce on May 28, 1935
but had to wait one year for it to become final. They had
separated in August, 1934 and began divorce proceedings,
with Lucile citing “mental cruelty” and stating in the court
documents that a “woman of bad repute in Arizona” was
involved. Len also cited “mental cruelty” because of “her
attitude and behavior regarding his occupation” (she was
not supportive because of his hours spent with the band and
a schedule contrasting with hers) and because she and her
mother “had arranged an abortion after he had proudly
bragged to everyone of being an expectant father.”

Len had to pay Lucile’s attorney fees, court costs and $8 a
month for alimony until the divorce was final. Len moved
into a single room in a boarding house at 5841 Carlton Way.
Arline Wilkins was living in Los Angeles and attending
business college.

By the end of 1935 the group was firmly established as
premier stars of western singing. On October 9th they re-
corded “Over the Santa Fe Trail,” “Song of the Pioneers,” “The
New Frontier” and “Echoes From the Hills.” One week later,
on October 16, they recorded “Kilocycle Stomp,” “Cajon
Stomp,” “Kelly Waltz” and “Westward Ho.”

The Okies

The “Okies,” Dust Bowl refugees from Oklahoma, Texas,
Kansas and other mid-western states arrived in California
in large numbers during the 1930s. These migrant farm
workers sought relief from the severe drought conditions
and wind storms that blew dust in thick black clouds over
the land. By 1940 about 200,000 of the 2.5 million people who
moved out of the Plains states had come to California where
they picked fruit, did odd jobs and tried to make a living in
a state that many thought offered a golden promise of jobs,
food and a future. The Okies were despised by many Califor-
nians who viewed the unwanted immigrants as a threat to
their economic well-being.

Roy Rogers Continues from page 25
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The Okies brought songs and stories with them. They
loved the old folk and fiddle tunes and the Sons of the Pioneers
played the music loved by the Okies. The Sly family, while not
Okies in the strictest sense, were part of the westward
migration to California during the Great Depression. Young
Leonard Sly sang many of the songs the Okies knew and
loved. Early recordings by the Sons of the Pioneers show Sly
doing square dance calls and songs like “Old McDonald Had
a Farm,” “Sweet Betsy From Pike,” “Wait Till the Sun Shines
Nellie,” gospel songs like “Open Up Dem Pearly Gates,”
“”Dese Bones Gwine to Rise Again” and “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot” and the Stephen Foster songs “Oh Susanna,” “Old
Black Joe” and “Uncle Ned.” The influence of jazzy western
swing can be heard on Hugh Farr’s fiddling. Western songs
were becoming popular—”The Last Round-Up” and “Home
on the Range” became hits during the 1930s—and Bob Nolan’s
songwriting produced a number of new western songs.
Leonard Sly and the Sons of the Pioneers were in the right
place at the right time to take advantage of this interest in
western music.

Second Marriage

On June 11, 1936 Len Sly and Arline Wilkins were married
in Roswell, New Mexico; Len was 24 and Arline was 21. Len,
Arline and the Sons of the Pioneers had left California the day
before and headed to Texas, where the group was scheduled
to perform at the Texas Centennial. They appeared in The Big
Show, a movie Gene Autry filmed at the Centennial. The
group spent almost two months in Texas.

Back in Hollywood, Len took a screen test at Universal
Studio for the role of a singing cowboy but Bob Baker got the
role.

Len Sly spent 1935-1937 with the Sons of the Pioneers and
recorded with them for Decca through February, 1937. On
May 8, 1936 the group recorded “Hills of Old Wyomin’,” “A
Melody From the Sky” and “We’ll Rest At the End of the Trail.”
A month later, on June 8th, they recorded “Texas Star” and

(probably) “On a Mountain High.” Ten days later, on June
18th, they recorded “Blue Bonnet Girl” and “Ride, Ranger,
Ride.” On July 3rd they recorded “Empty Saddles,” “Blue
Prairie,” “I’m An Old Cowhand” and One More Ride,” then
on February 22, 1937 re-recorded two numbers from their
first session, “Way Out There” and “Tumbling Tum-
bleweeds,” which was their theme song.

In 1936 Tim Spencer left the group and was replaced
briefly by Charlie Quirk, then by Lloyd Perryman (born on
January 29, 1917 in Ruth, Arkansas). By late 1936 they had
joined Peter Potter’s Hollywood Barn Dance and had a regu-
lar spot on KFOX in Long Bech, on KRLD in Los Angeles and,
as the Gold Star Rangers on KMTR before they settled on KHJ
in Los Angeles.

Singing Cowboys

Although Gene Autry is credited with being the first
singing cowboy star in the movies—and rightly so—it was
the Sons of the Pioneers who became the first singing stars of
western music. Their song, “Tumbling Tumbleweeds,” writ-
ten by Bob Nolan, became the title of the first feature by Gene
Autry.

Tex Ritter, who starred for Grand National, was the next
successful singing cowboy, although Dick Foran starred as a
singing cowboy in several pictures beginning in 1935. Others
who played singing cowboys on the Silver Screen include
Fred Scott, Smith Ballew, Jack Randall, Tex Fletcher and John
“Dusty” King. Later came George Houston, James Newall
and Bob Baker. Even John Wayne appeared as “Singin’ Sandy,”
with another singer dubbing in the singing voice when
Wayne warbled.

Len Sly watched Gene Autry achieve great fame as a solo
star. He also saw Tex Ritter become a singing cowboy star
and other actors—including Dick Foran, Fred Scott, Ray
Whitley, Smith Ballew, Bob Baker and Jack Randall—star in
singing cowboy movies. Len Slye thought he could became

Continues on page 28
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a solo star as well. He took the name “Dick Weston”—the
“Weston” sounded close to “western”—and obtained a role
in an Autry film, The Old Corral. In that film Sly/Weston was
in a fist fight with Autry—and (naturally) came out the loser.
Ironically, he had to “yodel” when he lost.

Republic Pictures

Gene Autry and Republic had some problems as 1937
progressed. First, Nat Levine, the man who signed Autry to
Mascot Pictures before Mascot merged with several other
firms to become Republic Pictures, left that organization.
Other movie companies—Paramount and 20th Century
Fox—courted Autry and Gene realized he brought in a lot of
money to the studio but was not among the best paid actors.

Herb Yates, owner of Republic, wanted to keep Autry in
line—and Republic at the forefront of singing westerns—so
the movie company began looking for another actor to groom
as a singing cowboy star. Len Sly learned about this when he
was in a shop getting his cowboy hat cleaned; another actor
came in and announced he was going to the Republic audi-
tion. Sly hurried quickly to the studio but could not get inside
the gates; finally, after lunch, while a number of actors and
extras returned to the studio, Sly got inside the gate where he
saw Sol Siegel, president of Republic. For some reason, the
chief executives at Republic had not thought of Len Sly when
they were casting about for a singing cowboy, even though
they were certainly aware of Sly and the Sons of the Pioneers.

Len sang “Hadie Brown” and “Tumbling Tumbleweeds”
for his audition and took a screen test with director Joe Kane
and passed. However, there was a problem. The Sons of the
Pioneers had signed a contract with Columbia Pictures to
appear in and provide music for Charles Starrett films. Sly
went to Columbia, explained his situation, and Columbia
agreed to release him from his contract if he found a replace-
ment.

At Sam’s Place in Sunset Beach, Bob O’Brady, later known
as Pat Brady, was appearing as a comedian and bass player.
Brady was offered a position with the Sons of the Pioneers
and accepted, freeing Sly to sign with Republic Pictures.
Brady’s vocals did not work out, but he remained with the
group as bass fiddle and comedian.

Len Sly to Roy Rogers

On October 13, 1937, Leonard Sly signed a contract with
Republic Pictures. The studio at first decided he would keep
his stage name of “Dick Weston” and cast him in an Autry
picture, The Old Barn Dance. In January, 1938, Autry walked
away from the studio and went on a personal appearance
tour, vowing not to return to Republic until his contract
demands were met. Republic had a script, Washington Cow-
boy, ready for Autry but the star stayed away. Anxious to get
the movie into production to satisfy the demands of theater

owners, the Republic executives decided to cast Dick Weston
in the lead role. But first they decided to change his name. The
memories of Will Rogers—the great cowboy philosopher
who died in 1935—were still current and warm so the group
decided on “Rogers.” And “Roy” just seemed to fit with
“Rogers”—there was an alliteration there. That’s how
Leonard Sly/Dick Weston became Roy Rogers.

Eight days after Rogers signed with Republic—on Octo-
ber 21, 1937—the group did a recording session for the
American Record Company, which was also owned by Herb
Yates and part of the agreement that led Republic to sign Sly.
On that first ARC session, with Lloyd Perryman replacing
Tim Spencer and Sam Koki on steel guitar, the trio of Rogers,
Nolan and Perryman recorded “My Saddle Pals and I,” “I
Love You Nelly,” “I Wonder If She Waits For Me Tonight,”
“When the Roses Bloom Again,” “Heavenly Airplane,” “Billie
the Kid,” and “Power in the Blood,”

On October 26th the same group returned to the studio
and recorded “Let’s Pretend,” “Love Song of the Waterfall,”
“Song of the Bandit,” “Down Along the Sleepy Rio Grande,”
“Just A Wearying For You,” “Smilin’ Thru,” “Kelly Waltz,”
“Open Range Ahead,” “Cajon Stomp,” “Blue Juniata” and
“Send Him Home To Me.”

Two days later, Roy Rogers first solo session was done.
Recording under the name “Roy Rogers and the Sons of the
Pioneers,” the line-up of Rogers on vocals and guitar, Karl
Farr on lead guitar, Hugh Farr on violin and Bob Nolan on
string bass recorded “Cowboy’s Night Herd Song,” “Black
Sheep Blues,” “That Pioneer Mother of Mine” and “Hadie
Brown (My Little Lady).”

On December 14th the group of Rogers, Nolan, Perryman
and the Farr Brothers, Hugh and Karl, were joined by Pat
Brady on bass and recorded a series of gospel songs: “Hear
Dem Bells,” “One More River To Cross,” “You Must Come In
At the Door,” “Lead Me Gently Home Father,” “The Devil’s
Great Grand Son,” “Dwelling in Beaulah Land,” and “When
the Golden Train Comes Down.” Two days later the same
group recorded “The Hangin’ Blues,” “Hold That Critter
Down,” “Leaning On the Everlasting Arms,” “What You
Gonna Say to Peter,” “At the Rainbow’s End,” “The Touch of
God’s Hand” and “Lord, You Made the Cowboy Happy.”

First Starring Role

In early 1938 Rogers starred in his first feature, Under
Western Stars, which was released in March. Co-starring
Autry’s old sidekick, Smiley Burnette, the hit song from the
movie was “Dust,” written by Autry’s associate Johnny
Marvin and copyrighted by Marvin and Autry. The story
line involves local ranchers desperate for water and a water
company charging exorbitant rates. Roy manages to get
water released from a dam and then goes into town where he
attends a political rally for a Congressman. Roy is encour-
aged to run for Congress against the Congressman who sides
with the moneyed interests of the water company. Roy wins
that election and goes to Washington where he performs
before influential members of Congress in order to get a bill
passed that will help the ranchers. On a trip back to Roy’s

Roy Rogers Continues from page 25
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home district the other Congressmen see the drought condi-
tions and after some action packed moments where Rogers
has to chase a wagon loaded with dynamite headed for the
dam and steer it away, the government provides relief for the
ranchers.

The review in Variety for Under Western Stars stated “Appar-
ently it cost some coin, but Republic got away from the norm
and produced a western that is different. In addition to being
entertaining, it’s plausible sage stuff that will hold the adult
mind as well as the credulous kiddies.” Rogers was praised
in the review for his acting and good looks. Songs in the movie
were “Dust,” “Send My Mail to the County Jail,” “When a
Cowboy Sings a Song,” “Back to the Backwoods,” “Rogers for
Congressman,” “Pioneer Mother of Mine” and “Rhythm of
the Range.”

Trigger

Every movie cowboy had a horse that was identified with
him and for Roy Rogers, that was Trigger, a beautiful palo-
mino that he first rode in Under Western Stars. Trigger,
whose registered name was “Golden
Cloud,” was brought to the Repub-
lic lot from the Hudkins Stables,
which owned him. Hudkins leased
livestock to the movie studios and
when Republic was casting for a
horse for Roy, several were brought
to the set. Golden Cloud was the
third horse Roy rode and he settled
on the stallion immediately.

Golden Cloud was born in 1934,
although Roy always claimed he was
born in 1932. He was ridden by Olivia
de Havilland in The Adventures of Robin
Hood and originally owned by Roy
Cloud, Jr.

Recordings

There were a number of actors
who tried to become singing cow-
boys but the ones who succeeded
were those who were singers first
and actors later. Gene Autry had a long career in Oklahoma
and then Chicago, recording and making personal appear-
ances. Tex Ritter also had a strong singing background. Roy
Rogers, too, was first and foremost a singer before he entered
the movies as a solo star.

Republic was intent on building Rogers as a star—mostly
to curb the power that Gene Autry held over the studio—and
since they owned a record label, they had Rogers do a solo
session on March 30, 1938. During that session he recorded
“That Pioneer Mother of Mine,” “Dust,” “When a Cowboy
Sings a Song” and “Listen to the Rhythm of the Range.” On
June 15th Rogers returned to the studio and recorded “Hi-Yo
Silver,” “A Lonely Ranger Am I,” “Old Pioneer” and “Ridin’
Ropin’.”

Autry Returns

Gene Autry finally returned to Republic, having settled
his differences with the movie company, and the firm put
their resources behind Autry, their proven money maker,
who filmed Gold Mine in the Sky and several others in quick
succession. Meanwhile, Roy Rogers continued his film ca-
reer; after Under Western Stars, Rogers starred in Billy the Kid
Returns, where he played a dual role of Billy the Kid and Roy
Rogers, who looked a whole lot like Billy the Kid. This movie
was filmed while Autry was still on strike and songs in the
picture were “Born to the Saddle, “Sing a Little Song About
Anything,” “Dixie Sales “Song,” “When the Sun is Setting on
the Prairie” and “When I Camped Under the Stars.”

Rogers’ third picture for Republic was Come on Rangers,
where Roy sang “Tenting Tonight, “I’ve Learned a Lot About
Women” and “A Western Love Song.” Lulu Belle and Scotty,
stars of “The National Barn Dance” on WLS in Chicago—the
same station where Gene Autry appeared regularly before
he came to Hollywood, were in Shine On, Harvest Moon. Songs

in that movie were “Shine On Har-
vest Moon,” “The Man in the Moon
is a Cowhand, “Let Me Build a Cabin,
“Down the Trail” and two songs by
Lulu Belle, “I’m Dyin’ to Find a Beau”
and “You’re Really in the Dog House
Now.”

On September 1, 1938 Rogers re-
corded “I’ve Sold My Saddle for an
Old Guitar,” “Side Kick Joe,” “Colo-
rado Sunset,” “There’s a Ranch in
the Rockies,” “When the Sun is Set-
ting on the Prairie,” “When I
Camped Under the Stars,” “Born to
the Saddle” and “When Mother
Nature Sings Her Lullaby.”

The End of the 30s

In 1939 Rogers had two record-
ing session and did 11 songs, three
of which he wrote: “The Man in the
Moon is a Cowhand,” “She’s All

Wet Now” and “I Hope I’m Not Dreaming Again” (co-written
with Fred Rose). That year he starred eight films for Republic.
In Rough Riders’ Round-Up the songs were “When Johnny
Comes Marching Home,” “Ridin’ Down the Trail” and “Here
on the Range.” Frontier Pony Express featured the songs “My
Old Kentucky Home” and “Rusty Spurs” while Southward Ho
featured Gabby Hayes as Roy’s sidekick for the first time.
Songs in this movie include ”I Hope I’m Not Dreaming Again”
and “Walk the Other Way.”

The songs “Ride On Vaquero,” “Sundown on the Range-
land” and “We’re Not Coming Out Tonight” were in In Old
Caliente and the songs “Me and the Rainbow Hills, “Ridin’
Down the Rainbow Trail,” ”Ride ‘Em Cowboy” and “That’s

Continues on page 50
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say it’s not necessarily the opinion of
the Western Folklife Center or the Na-
tional Cowboy Poetry Gathering.’ That
worked out well for us. Today there’s
still controversy at the National Cow-
boy Gathering over people taking a
strong stand. But how in the world can
you put on a Cowboy Poetry Gathering
or a Western Music event and honor
that culture - and at the same time
support people who are trying to de-
stroy it?”

Baxter Black’s name came up and
Murphey observed, “ I am a huge fan
and admirer of what Baxter has done
for the ranching and farming culture in
America. He was on National Public
Radio for a while, and all of a sudden he
was off. I’m not going to say he was run
off from NPR for his views, but you do
have to look at the fact that tremendous
numbers of people who listen to NPR
perceive themselves as environmen-
talists, and don’t give ranchers credit
for what they do for the environment.
If it’s truly ‘public radio’ he should still
be on the air on NPR.

“Now, I don’t want to put down
environmentalists or right thinking
conservation. I consider myself a con-
servationist, and I’m concerned about
degradation of the environment. I’m
just saying that people who want to
preserve the environment have been
misled into thinking that ranchers and
farmers and people who manage natu-
ral resources are automatically going
to degrade and destroy the land and
water. In fact, scientists like Alan Sa-
vory have made it clear that some
American public rangeland is in in-
credibly bad shape, and in danger of
going back to desert, because there are
too few well-managed grazing animals
- not because there are too many.”

Water

Another issue that is at the forefront
for western ranchers is water, and
Murphey noted that “Water has been a
controversial issue in the West for a
long time.”

“Water is the source of life,” contin-
ued Murphey. “That’s why every reli-

gious prophet in every religion has always referred to water as a symbol for God
and spiritual growth, because you’ve got to have living water in order to survive
in any culture. It has been controversial in the West since Jefferson bought huge
tracts of land from Napoleon and sent Lewis and Clark out to make an assessment.
They came back and said that the West is a paradise, but in many areas it’s a desert.
The lesson we can learn from the scientific information that Lewis and Clark
gathered is discussed and analyzed in a wonderful book called Our Natural History
by Daniel B. Botkin. It’s something that every rancher and cowboy who loves the
western way of life should read because it tells about what Lewis and Clark saw
when they went up the Missouri River to survey the Louisiana Purchase. Thomas
Jefferson had a vision that we were going to get along with the Indians in the West;
that it was going to become an agricultural paradise where Europeans and Indians
lived in peaceful harmony while farming the land.

“In the beginning it was going pretty well, but then gold was discovered in the
west, not long after the Lewis and Clark expedition. Remember, huge gold
resources were discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California in 1848- not that long after
the time of Lewis and Clark. The Sioux were driven out of the Black Hills of Dakota
when gold was discovered in the 1870s. Treaties were broken, not only because of
the gold discovery, but because the buffalo were being killed in huge numbers.
Prior to that, trappers were taking fur-bearing animals, but the impact on the
Indians and the land was not that great.

“When the gold fever hit, it was the final nail in the coffin of Indian culture. The
government decided to open up the Western lands for settlement.  People rushed
to get large tracts of land under the Homestead Act, then all over the West they
proceeded to battle each other about who owned the water. They started some-
thing called Water Rights Law in the West which is still pretty controversial
because it varies throughout the states. For example, in New Mexico you have ditch
rights if you are on the irrigation side of ranching and farming. Your water rights
come down the ditch, and you might have a partial water right or a prior water
right.

“What that means is that there are people above you who are allowed to take
water before you get it, and then you’ve got your allotted days of use. In a dry time
you may not get the water at all. They did this to settle range wars that were
happening, to cut down battles over who gets the water- and when they get the
water! This is not just for crops, but for grazing ground. But those water rights can
be sold, and therein lies a tale.

“These days, a huge amount of water is diverted from the range –to cities like
Denver, Albuquerque or Phoenix,” noted Murphey. “The Colorado River was
dammed up, and other dams were built in the 30s by the WPA throughout the west.
This created a gigantic funnel, so that water was channeled into Los Angeles and
other places. Before that, whenever those areas flooded it went out on the land and
caused an alluvial plain, creating an excellent situation for rich farming and
ranching land. The government made a funnel out of the Mississippi and Missouri
Rivers, so we’ve seen an untold amount of floodwater go down stream. That’s
because they created this big channel, but even that channel can’t hold all the water
in flood years. It has to go somewhere downstream.

“Actually, that flooding was a very good thing for the environment,” continued
Murphey. “But when it’s funneled up in a trough, then rushes all the way down
to Memphis or New Orleans, you’re talking about a force of water that cannot be
controlled. I just drove across from New Orleans to Shreveport by way of a bottom
route through Baton Rouge and Lafayette. I drove for 120 miles and saw nothing
but flooded land. They had to flood all that wonderful farmland and many rural
towns to relieve the pressure. Thousands of acres are flooded now. The water that
flowed from the headwaters in Minnesota through Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois-
all the way down the Mississippi- would have gone out over the land before the

Murphey Continued from page 21
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Corps of Engineers era. Now, Louisiana
has to give up a huge amount of its farm
land because everybody keeps sending
the flooding water down there because
they’re supposedly conserving water.
It’s a disaster because what’s that wa-
ter conserved for? It sure isn’t for the
farmers and ranchers! What’s happen-
ing to the Mississippi River proves my
point. What are they going to do when
New Orleans levees are threatened?
They’re going to wipe out huge tracts of
Louisian farmland.”

Politics

Murphey has long been an activist
in the political arena but has changed
tactics in recent years.

“In the 1990s and early 2000s I did a
tremendous amount of going to Wash-
ington to talk to Senators and Con-
gressmen,” he said.” I have not done
that in the last few years. Instead, I got
involved in campaigning directly for
candidates who are friendly to ranch-
ers and farmers because I was tired of
going to Washington and begging these
representatives who know nothing
about ranching and farming to listen to
reason. It occurred to me that we should
work to elect people who already know
what’s up with agriculture! Going to
Washington to lobby is hard when it
falls on deaf ears, so let’s put people in
office who understand it in the first
place. That’s why I shifted my focus to
working for candidates whom I felt
would support the causes and issues
related to agriculture.“

The issue of cattle ranching and en-
vironmentalism sounds like it could be
part of the Tea Party Movement, but
Murphey is hesitant to fall in line with
any particular political party or move-
ment.

“In terms of politics and how it’s
operating, you can say it is somewhat
like the Tea Party movement, but there
were conservatives in the last election,
for example, who actually supported
the idea of the Army taking over Pinion
Canyon in Colorado for a firing and
testing range while other conserva-
tives like me  were diametrically op-

posed to that idea- even though we’re loyal to the idea of the Army doing its job.
We’re patriotic, but we didn’t see the need for another firing range which kills off
about 225,000 acres of some of the best range land in Colorado.

“I don’t know that the Tea Party movement really understands about range
lands in the West,” cautioned Murphey. “I’m not going to make this a conservative
or liberal issue, or a Republic-Democrat issue, because I really think it’s a bureau-
cratic issue. It’s a clash between people who want to use the public lands
exclusively for themselves, and those who make a living from multiple use of the
resources. Even conservatives don’t agree on that so that’s why I don’t like to say
it’s the Tea Party because, although there are ranchers who are Tea Party members,
there are other ranchers who don’t agree with that movement. But I do like the fact
that the Tea Party has called politicians to task in both parties.”

Native Americans

 Murphey has also been involved with Native Americans and “the reason I got
involved in working with Native Americans is that I’m a firm believer in the right
to own private property and the right to privacy. I ought to be able to do on my
private land whatever I please as long as it’s not causing some kind of greater harm
to my neighbor. I grew up around ranchers and farmers who believed in paddling
their own canoe rather than taking assistance from the government because of all
the strings that are attached. When Indians’ Rights were threatened it turned out
that a lot of them had served in the military, but didn’t even know how to register
to vote, so I got involved in helping them out. My adopted father is a guy named
Guy Dull Knife Jr.; he’s now passed away. He was a Medicine Man for the Lakota
people on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Guy Dull Knife inspired me to get involved
in pursing the rights of the individual.
He was a cowboy, a cattle rancher and
a leader in the Episcopal Church. He
didn’t see any contradiction between
Christianity and the ceremonies his
people held honoring the Creator. The
Lakotas recognized that living of the
land had a sacred aspect.”

National Parks and
President Teddy Roosevelt

President Teddy Roosevelt created
National Parks to help preserve vast
tracts of land in the West but, accord-
ing to Murphey, wealthy citizens soon
became involved. ”You might notice
that they got the contracts to develop
most of the railroad corridors, mining
and natural resources on public lands,
and even got contracts to create a mo-
nopoly on tourism in those areas.

“I think President Roosevelt was sin-
cerely motivated in his love of the
American West and there’s no way he
could have intended to kill cattle graz-
ing by starting this kind of a program.
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After all, Roosevelt was a hunter, cattle
rancher and cowboy,” said Murphey.
“He ran cattle in North Dakota, and he
was a cowboy in that area for quite a
while. He had his own brand and was
a great admirer of the cowboy culture.
Anyone who doesn’t believe that only
has to read his introduction to John
Lomax’s original collection of cowboy
songs, Songs of the Trail and Cow Camp
which came out in 1910. The Introduc-
tion was written by Theodore
Roosevelt. He praised the cowboy cul-
ture and said it had much more legiti-
macy than what he called the silly songs
of the ill smelling saloons and music
halls of the day. If he was around today
he’d be saying that the music of the
cowboy culture is much more legiti-
mate than the music the drug-using
alternate rock crowd is listening to
while at the same time they are advo-
cating a greener world.”

Activist

Michael Martin Murphey has been
involved in two landmark cases con-
cerning the Federal Government and
land and water rights in the West.

“In 2004 I got involved in an incident
called the Kit Laney Case. Laney was a
rancher who owned the Diamond Bar
near the Gila Wilderness in New Mexico.
The Diamond Bar grazing lands con-
sisted of a lot of Forest Service land. Kit
Laney was jailed for refusing to cut his
cattle numbers and for refusing to leave
his home,” said Murphey. “The Federal
government came in and confiscated
his cattle and sold them at auction but
no New Mexico auction house would
take the cattle because there were state
laws in New Mexico that said you can’t
take another man’s cattle unless you
own title to them. They couldn’t prove
a bill of sale, but the Federal govern-
ment ignored New Mexico state law.
They also ignored the Catron County
Sheriff, John Cliff Snyder, who pub-
lished a statement refusing to allow
Federal agents to remove Laney’s cattle
from the county.

“But they came in and rounded up
Laney’s cattle, anyway. When Laney

went down to check on his cattle he said he found that the calves had been taken
off their mothers, and the cattle had been mistreated. He cursed at the Federal
agents, who retaliated by striking his horse with a flashlight and putting pepper
spray in Kit’s horse’s face, which caused the horse to start flailing at a Federal agent.
Kit was trying to control his horse with the reins, but they tried to blame Kit for
assault.

“They arrested Kit Laney for Assault and Battery, claiming that his weapons
were his horse’s hooves and reins. It’s patently ridiculous but it’s hard for me to
laugh about it because this guy was rounded up and jailed and forced to stand
under an indictment that would have put him in jail for 51 years. They never
proved that he was doing anything to degrade the range. In fact, he had been
improving the range and even got an environmental stewardship award several
years before.

“He went ahead and paid fines and left the Diamond Bar, but he came back when
they never came up with any evidence from the Environmental Protection Agency.
So after he was arrested and forced to wear one of those collars that generates a
signal to his captors, he was ultimately jailed. There was no danger in him running
anyway, but that’s another story.

“I played a benefit to raise money for his legal defense fund down in Truth or
Consequences, New Mexico shortly after he was arrested. He was eventually put

into a Federal lock-up, under house
arrest for a year, and under Fed-
eral arrest for a year. He came in
and pled guilty for resisting arrest
but he put himself on the mercy of
the court, which I highly recom-
mended because the future of the
rest of his life hung in the balance.
A man shouldn’t be spending 51
years in prison for getting into an
argument with the Federal gov-
ernment over how many cattle he
can run. The ultimate injustice
would be to ruin his life.

“A bunch of ultra-conservatives
wanted Kit Laney to be a martyr.
But I didn’t.”

Wayne Hage

“I got involved in the Wayne
Hage case several years before that,
in the 1980s, because one million
acres of land was confiscated from

that rancher- at gunpoint. The Hage case and the Laney case are the landmark cases
that prove without a doubt that the Federal government has got an agenda to
destroy ranching culture. What they really wanted in Nevada was the water
rights, and that’s also what they wanted in New Mexico. Where do you think that
watershed goes in Nevada? It serves Las Vegas.

“Wayne Hage actually beat the Federal government, although his wife died
from stress in the process. He re-married and both he and his new wife died before
it was over. It took them nearly 20 years to beat the Federal government. They
proved that they had a prior water right that constituted private property - as did
Kit Laney, although Laney never had a chance to file a suit against the government
in court because they threw him off his place and he ended up in jail.

Murphey Continued from page 31

32 | Summer 2011 The WESTERN WAY

La
nc

e 
C

ow
an

 M
ed

ia



Summer 2011 | 33The WESTERN WAY

 It’s already been proven that the
primary witness in the Laney case, a
Federal government agent who testi-
fied against Laney, wasn’t even there!
He was handed a dossier by the Feds
and testified off of that dossier which
contained pictures of the cattle and the
land. The whole thing was just one of
the most disastrous things that ever
happened to the cattle industry. The
Feds, still stinging from the Hage deci-
sion, are still at it today; they hate the
idea of ranchers controlling public land
– even when they do a good job of
managing it.”

An Entertainer

Michael Martin Murphey has writ-
ten protest songs like “Rangeland
Rebel” but “I don’t want to say that
everybody who sings a cowboy song
should become an activist in this area,”
he said. “But every artist who deals
with cowboy culture should be aware
of the fact that how you vote, what you
talk about, and who you support as a
representative has a real effect on per-
petuating ranching as a way of life. In
terms of being an entertainer, I try to
sing as many songs about the beauty of
the land and the joy of the life I love as
I can. I try to keep it positive.”

“An occasional outright protest
song is sometimes really effective, but
one after another becomes tedious,”
observed Murphey. “If you sing one
sappy love song after another it gets
tedious, too, but if you sing a love song
at the right time the girl might fall in
love with you. In politics, as in love,
timing is everything. So I try to keep all
this political sort of stuff at a dull roar.

“I try to participate in events. For
example, I may do a fund raiser for one
of these issues or a candidate, but when
I entertain, even in a political setting,
there might be just one song that’s a
protest song that directly addresses
the issue while the rest are songs of
love, beauty of the nature and the t joy
of the Western Way of Life. But in those
great western songs by writers like
Bob Nolan, I hear a lot of passion for the
western lifestyle. But hey, pards: no

cattle, no horses, no Western Lifestyle!
“My favorite song is ‘Cool Water’, and there again that’s Bob Nolan in the 1930s

recognizing that water is the most important thing in the West and the Western
Lifestyle. Let’s not start thinking like the lost cowboy in that song who’s desperate
for water. Let’s don’t believe it when the government tells us that what it is going
to do is real. It’s a mirage. They’re not conserving water by what they’re doing,
they’re actually denigrating our water situation. I say water for livestock and
wildlife, not for houses in sub-divisions and condominiums.”

America’s Heartland

Murphey was involved in the National Public Television show “America’s
Heartland”, which originates from KVIE Public Television in Sacramento, Califor-
nia. Murphey wrote the theme song for that show. ”It was a tribute to a ranching
couple,” said Murphey.” I was thinking of my grandparents. It’s a song called ‘Close
to the Land’- subtitled ‘America’s Heartland Theme.’ I went for that with all my
might when I heard a documentary series was going to be produced for public
television about American agriculture--a story never told fully or adequately.

“’America’s Heartland’ has done a marvelous job of showing urban America
what farming and ranching is all about. I think the producers were wise in keeping
politics out of it as much as possible. They showed what a great job farmers and
ranchers are doing, the struggles they have in their business, and what great
families there are in both corporate and family agriculture. When the public falls
in love with something, they will support it.

“You’re never going to keep politics out completely. When ‘America’s Heart-
land’ started up, one of the sponsors was Monsanto. There are a lot of organic
ranchers and farmers who can’t stand Monsanto,” noted Murphey. “A number of
groups who attacked the show, saying they weren’t going to watch it or support
it because they claimed Monsanto gave ‘America’s Heartland’ money with the
proviso that the show would advocate the use of chemicals in farming, genetically
modified organisms, etc. But that simply wasn’t true. Monsanto allowed the
producers to take an objective stance and also show organic ranching and farming.
Well, that melted the hearts of a lot of those groups, and they became our
supporters.

“The song I wrote for the theme with my Montana buddy, Rob Quist, talks about
a couple who’s managing a ranch and how hard it is-–yet how joyful that simple
life can be. It gets right down to the hard working rancher and his wife, whether
working for a corporation or for themselves. They are the backbone of the nation.”

Michael Martin Murphey as Rancher

Murphey claims family roots that go back to 1858 in Texas. He owns ranches in
Texas, Colorado and Wisconsin.

“We have cattle and horses on the ranch in Wisconsin,” said Murphey. ”The one
in Texas is under lease now but it was founded as a horse training facility. Our place
in Colorado is primarily a horse ranch, but we have a few cows there.”

Murphey’s cattle are primarily Texas Longhorns and Angus. Raising Long-
horns has caused some controversy with the National Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion (NCBA). “I’m a traditionalist who likes horned cattle, and the NCBA is doing
everything it can to get horned cattle out of the picture, because they don’t fit into
the feed lots and slaughter plants. I understand their point of view, but I think those
of us who like horned cattle can co-exist happily with the NCBA.”

There’s an allegation that Longhorn cattle don’t make good beef “but that’s a
myth,” said Murphey. “They’re only tougher in the sense that cattle in the last 150
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years in this country have been bred
for fat content. If you cook a Texas Long-
horn steak the same way you cook a
very fatty kind of steak you’re going to
experience some toughness, but if you
understand that there’s not as much fat
in it, and you don’t cook it for too long,
it’s great. The same is true with buffalo.
When you cook a good thick buffalo
steak you only need to cook it on a flat
iron grill for about four minutes on
each side at medium high heat and it
will be ready to eat - tender and great
tasting.

“Our cattle are mostly grass-fed,”
continued Murphey. “We feed a little
bit of grain in the winter time. If it’s real
cold in Wisconsin we’ll grain ‘em some,
but we tend to want to feed grass hay
year round. We try to put up as much
hay in the barn as we can. I’m not a big
fan of feeding horses or cattle a lot of
grains. I think they’re genetically pre-
disposed to be a grass-grazing animal,
but that’s my preference. I support the
American cattle industry. It’s a great
business!”

Murphey doesn’t raise any buffalo
“but I buy a lot of buffalo for my freezer
every year because I love it,” said
Murphey. “Longhorn is even lower in
fat than buffalo, fish and chicken. So
cattle can be a healthy product for
people who are trying to cut their satu-
rated fat content. Texas Longhorns can
be an answer for those people, so the
value of it is actually going up now that
people are getting that message. People
who want to eat steaks but have prob-
lems with plaque in their arteries be-
cause they’re genetically pre-disposed
that way can eat Texas Longhorn steaks
and not have to worry about it. The
same is true of buffalo, although a lot of
buffalo is finished out on corn these
days because buffalo fat is orange and
women in the supermarket—it’s
women who do most of the shopping—
are turned off by that orange color, so
when you finish them out with corn it
makes for a whiter fat. At the same time
it fattens up buffalo a little more than
they normally would be - but they’re
still a low-fat product.

“Don’t get me wrong,” he said. “If

you don’t have a health problem, if you’re not suffering from high cholesterol or
fat in your system, then you can eat a fatter animal. I don’t have a problem with
people raising a fatter animal, either. It’s a free country, and every cattle rancher
ought to be able to raise what he wants however he wants, and shouldn’t have to
have any of those danged animal I.D. tags. By the way, that’s another thing I’m
gonna start fighting because they just came out with a deal where they’re trying

to get rid of branding!”
This is another issue in cattle

ranching where Murphey has
strong opinions.

“It’s controversial when you
have to I.D. with a tag so the Fed-
eral government can track every
single animal that you have,” he
said. “Some people have pro-
posed that the tag should have a
radio transmitter in it so the gov-
ernment can track how many

cattle you have by satellite. If you want to see people who are vehemently opposed
to that idea, just go and talk to the Amish. The Amish are up in arms in Wisconsin
about this animal I.D. thing. They call it ‘the number of the beast.’ They’re saying
that this was biblically predicted and they’re getting political for the first time that
I’ve ever seen Amish people get political! They’re absolutely refusing to go with it.
They’re also refusing to I.D. their ranches and farms with a number.

“All that invasion of privacy is just crazy- downright un-American, in my
opinion. Recently a bill was introduced by the Federal government to get rid of
branding. Every cowboy and cowgirl from Texas- and throughout the West-is up
in arms about this. You’re not gonna get rid of what is historically our way of life—
branding cattle—and replace it with a livestock inspector for I.D. tags. Having
some kind of tag isn’t going to do the job. Who would support the idea of the Federal
government giving your material property a number?”

Cattle rustling is a problem that won’t be solved by tags. “Rustlers are more
operative in the eastern end of the Midwest and the eastern states, where they don’t
require you to brand your cattle,” said Murphey, who added, “if you didn’t have
cattle inspectors and brand inspectors you’d have a much worse problem. Down
in Texas those brand inspectors and cattle police do a great job. Otherwise, the
problem would be huge.”

Westfest

In the 1980s, Murphey founded, trademarked and copyrighted a festival called
“Westfest” that drew thousands of people to experience the arts, music and  culture
of the American West. Murphey doesn’t put on Westfest as often these days
“because I’ve got other things I want to pursue.” He licensed the right to use the
name for one year to Christopher Burkhart, who put on a West Fest in Palm
Springs, California in 2011.

“I’ve gotten involved in other festivals,” said Murphey. ”Back when I hit my 20th

year in West Fest I made a promise to myself that I would back off and start
supporting other festivals instead of just working on my own. I want to see the way
of life, culture and traditions of the American West grow. So I got more involved
in consulting the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering and the Heber City Gather-
ing. I helped some people in Kansas start an event called Prairie Rose Western Days.
I got involved in the Wild Wild West Festival in Pueblo, Colorado. I helped bring
in Indians, Mountain Men and Singing Cowboys. A lot of people don’t know it, but

Continues on page 50
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I met Billy Beeman way back in August 1988 when
a group of us got together in Las Vegas for a musical
reunion of sorts. Billy & his brother Bobby had been
instrumental in organizing the event and making
sure everything “worked.”  We all had so much fun we
decided to form the Western Music Association!

A couple of years
later, during the
annual WMA festi-
val, Billy, Bobby
and I were enjoy-
ing a cup of coffee
on the front porch
of the ice cream
shop in Old Tuc-
son. We were tell-
ing stories when
Billy mentioned
the name of an In-
dian friend of his
in California,
Steve Jones. I
asked, “Do you
mean Stephen S.
Jones, Jr., the

Sioux Indian from South Dakota?” Surprised, Billy
answered that he did, and I nearly fell out of my chair!

Steve Jones, whose Indian name was Red Dawn, had
worked as a story teller at Knott’s Berry Farm in
California when Billy worked there with the
Wagonmasters. Billy was part Indian and very proud of
it. They became great friends, so much so that Billy
dedicated his autobiography to his late friend Red
Dawn in 1998. He asked me to write the dedication.

I had met Red Dawn when I was 10 years old. I worked

with him on tour as a teenager and we remained
friends until he passed away over 35 years later, in
1987. After our discovery, Red Dawn was the main topic
of conversation every time Billy & I met from then on.
So by the most remarkable of coincidences, living on
different sides of the continent, Billy & I had a mutual
friend who died before we met. Billy passed away on
April 5 this year. He was not only one of my favorite
musicians; he was the last connection to another good
friend and mentor.

     The western music community also lost another
wonderful artist in April. Locke Hamilton of Prickly
Pair passed away on April 7. Her beautiful voice and
songs conjured up images of pioneers from the old
country, among other things. She had a special talent
for taking old, or old-sounding music, and making it
very appealing to today’s listeners. She loved the West,
and that came through in her music, so much so that
the last album she and her group recorded, Romance
with the Range, won the WMA’s 2010 award for “Best
Traditional Album by a Duo or Group.”  But more than
that, she was a lovely lady, someone her many fans and
friends will miss dearly. Our deepest condolences go
out to her husband Les.

- O.J. Sikes
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Back in the early 1990s, when most artists were still making cassettes, Robert
Wagoner recorded a remarkably good one titled The Wonder of it All. Now, he has put
it on CD! Robert is a master painter of western scenes, and one of his paintings adorns

the CD’s cover. He learned very early how to record music alone in his workshop, high in the sierras, making
it sound like a group. He has a vocal range of four octaves, bass through tenor, and sings all the parts with ease.
The “sound” on this album is wonderful!

The album’s title cut is a Bob Nolan composition that Nolan never got around to completing. Nolan and
Wagoner were friends, and Nolan’s daughter asked Robert to compose the melody when she discovered the lyrics
after Bob Nolan’s death. It’s a treasure, but another of my favorite cuts is a Rusty Richards composition, “Lure
of the Wilderness.” The theme of the CD might be termed “western inspirational,” with titles like “The Flowers
– The Sunset – The Trees,” “Rim of the Canyon,” “My Cathedral,”  “Call of the Faraway Hills” (theme from Shane),
and Ken Carson’s “The Wondrous Word” among the 16 cuts on the disc.

Wagoner’s own composition, “High Country,” is included, as is “Old Folks,” composed by the legendary Billy
Hill’s wife, along with “The Red Hills of Utah,” from the pen of Marty Robbins. This is one you won’t want to miss!
Online from BostonPete.com or $15 directly from Robert Wagoner, P.O. Box 213, Bishop, CA 93515.

 — O.J. Sikes

Tex Williams had one of the best of the western swing bands. When he was working as the featured vocalist
with Spade Cooley at the peak of Cooley’s career, a rift between Tex and Spade resulted in Tex losing his job.
His reputation and Cooley’s were opposites: Tex one of the most appreciated artists in the business, while Cooley
was eventually convicted of the vicious murder of his wife. When Tex left the
band, a number of Cooley’s best sidemen went with him and they formed the
Western Caravan.

Lots of Tex’s records have been re- issued, but this new BACM CD will be of
special interest to fans who already have most of his biggest hits. Here you’ll find
Tex singing (and occasionally applying his famous “talking blues” style) in
several different settings. Material in- cludes “Thunder Road” and 5 others
from 1960 with Jack Marshall’s Orch., several with the Annita Kerr Singers
(1957-58) and 5 with Tex’s “String Band” from 1955-59.

Seven tracks are from the Capitol la- bel, including one of his big 1947 hits,
“I’ve got Texas in My Soul,” while 5 instrumentals including “Rancho
Boogie” and “Dancin’ at the Rancho” come from the 50s on Decca. There’s a great version of the western tune,
“Keeper of Boot Hill,” from the Shasta label and there are even a couple of songs associated with Davy Crockett
from the Disney label. There’s plenty of good West coast western swing in this collection of 26 songs, but there’s
variety as well, with quite a few rarities. US$16 ppd to BACM Records (without the plastic jewel case)
from the British Archive of Country Music, “Greenacres” 451 Folkestone Road, Dover, Kent, CT17 9JX, UK, or
$15 + postage from CountySales.com (under the “Country & Western” category). Google BACM to see complete
contents list and other CDs.

— O.J. Sikes

The Wonder of it All
ROBERT WAGONER

TEX WILLIAMS
Vol. 3 Badman’s Country

B.A.C.M. CD D 334
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As soon as I heard the first few notes on this CD, I guessed it was going to be a
good one. I was right! From 1939 to 1941, The Pals of the Golden West recorded a
number of Standard transcriptions with Eddie Dean. They also worked in half a

dozen films with Gene Autry, George O’Brien and Johnny Mack Brown, so if you like the “sound” of western
groups in the B-western movies from the 1930s & early 40s, you’ll love this CD.

The tracks are rare in two senses: they have not been re-issued elsewhere, and there’s a treasure trove of
western songs from that era that have gotten lost over the years. I heard many for the first time on this CD.
Only a few classics appear, but that’s largely the beauty of this album; you’ll hear “new” material from western
music’s Golden Era!

The group features Nora Lou Martin singing a number of solos. Eventually, she worked on Gene Autry’s Melody
Ranch radio show, but other soloists on this CD are also quite good. I’m not usually fond of novelty songs, but there
are several good ones here featuring Bud Jackson as an “old-timer.”  Most of the 30 recordings date from the
late 30s – early 40s, but there are 6 by a post-war group from 1947 (those 6 include the CD’s few classics made
famous by others). US$16 ppd to BACM Records (without the plastic jewel case) from the British Archive of
Country Music, “Greenacres” 451 Folkestone Road, Dover, Kent, CT17 9JX, UK, or $15 + postage from
CountySales.com (under the “Country & Western” category).

— O.J. Sikes

PALS OF THE GOLDEN WEST

B.A.C.M. CD D 339

Pals of the Golden West

RED STEAGALL & THE BOYS IN THE BUNKHOUSE

Red Steagall’s radio show, Cowboy Corner, can be heard in 43 states, and his TV
show on RFD-TV airs each week all across the country. The radio show has been
on the air for 18 years, a testimony to it’s popularity and to Red’s talent. He’s had
the same success with recordings of his music and poetry.  Any time you see a
disc with music by Red Steagall & the Boys in the Bunkhouse, produced by Rich

O’Brien, buy it! You’ll be glad you did!
This new CD of music and poetry continues Red’s fine tradition. The 10 tracks include two poems, one of

which is Red’s all-time favorite, but he didn’t write it. It’s “Where the Ponies Come to Drink” by Henry Herbert
Knibbs. The recitation is superb; no one can recite poetry like Red Steagall.  The music you’ll hear on this album
is nostalgic, as implied in the album’s title. It recalls the days when Gene Autry introduced “That Silver-haired
Daddy of Mine” on the radio and earlier when Charlie Siringo rode the Chisolm Trail in 1875.  Most songs are
recent compositions by some of today’s finest song writers, like Andy Wilkinson, Michael Martin Murphey, Mike
Blakely, Chuck Milner and the team of Dale Burson & Dan Shipley (who wrote the CD’s outstanding title song),
but they all take the listener back to the time when the grass was still deep.

The lines tell stories about the long, lonesome ride to a good friend’s funeral, branding calves and a family
treasure (Papa’s old saddle). There’s one about the time of the year when the cattle cars are loaded and the work’s
all done, and one that attempts to reflect what Charlie Goodnight felt when he left the JA Ranch and the Palo
Duro Canyon for the last time. One of my favorites is from Australia, but Red re-wrote enough of the lyrics to
place it in West Texas. Terrific!  $16.95 + $3 shipping from RedSteagall.com or PO Box 136639, Fort Worth, TX
76136 or call 1-800-457-7966.

— O.J. Sikes

Dreamin’ of...When the Grass was Still Deep
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- DVD REVIEW -

Synergy Entertainment timed the release of this 3 DVD set to coincide with the
renewed interest in John Wayne sparked by the new film version of True Grit. The film’s
release, while well received by the general public, was not well received by all Wayne
fans. At the same time, the publicity garnered by the new film is drawing attention to
John Wayne and may well result in bringing his films to younger audiences.

This DVD set includes only one of Wayne’s feature films, McLintock, but that’s not its
most important element. The draw here is the collection of “extras” making up most of
the set. You’ll find three documentaries in color: Bigger than Life (1990) on Wayne’s life

and films, The American West of John Ford (1971) on the career and films of the legendary director John Ford 
(including interviews with Wayne), and No Substitute for Victory (1970), a film hosted by Wayne about the
communist threat and Vietnam.

In addition, there are rare black & white TV appearances John Wayne made on Art Linkletter’s People Are
Funny (1958), The Colgate Comedy Hour (Oct. 11, 1953), Dave Garroway’s Wide Wide World (1958) in a 90 minute
segment titled “The Western” which is introduced by Gene Autry & Champion from Melody Ranch. This segment
includes an interview with “Broncho” Billy Anderson, and there’s also a 1966 color episode of The Lucy Show in
which Wayne plays himself. Image quality varies, depending upon the source, but Synergy attempted to find the
best quality video possible for this project. Some of these episodes are priceless.

Running time is approx. 5 ½ hours and cost is approx. $25 though prices may vary. If you want to order from
your favorite local store, the UPC code is #874757039299. — O.J. Sikes

JOHN WAYNE: BIGGER THAN LIFE
3 DVD collection SYN-392
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Rick Huff’s - Best Of The West

Reviews

If anyone who’s not familiar with “The Horse Crazy Cowgirl Band” in live
performance has wondered what all the whoop-de-do is about, let them hear the
newest recorded effort from the Washington state trio.  In this CD it has all come
together.

Cofounder Lauralee Northcott calls this one their best CD yet.  I agree.  When
I’ve seen them in front of an audience, I’ve been wowed at the sound and
performance dynamics.  Something has bugged me a bit about their past recorded effect, but it isn’t in this one.
From the vocal blend and the seemingly carefree joy of presentation to the interesting, fresh material
chosen…it all works this time and works well.

Along with Ms. Northcott, the singing and multi-instrumentalist chores are handled by Jennifer Epps and
Emele “EC” Clothier.  They sing and play their way through a varied offering of some infrequently covered
classics and originals.  Of special note are Tim Hus’ “Saddle Bronc Ride,” Fleming Allen’s “Singing on the Trail,”
Lauralee Northcott’s “Movin’ Mud” and “Home Place,” R.W. Hampton’s “When It Rains,” Allen Christie’s “The Old
Bronc Saddle” and Fred Koller & Si Kahn’s “New Day.”

I still watch for the day the ladies bring true “lead” guitar into the instrumental breaks, but I’ll be perfectly
happy with this until then! 13 tracks total. CD:  $13.97 for the album, $9.99 MP3 download through
www.HorseCrazyCowgirlBand.com.  Buy direct: The Horse Crazy Cowgirl Band, PO Box 276, Winthrop, WA  98862.

— Rick Huff

THE HORSE CRAZY COWGIRL BAND
My Horse Knows The Way Home

In this first release since the passing of the band’s longtime member Lynn
Campbell, New Mexico’s premiere chuckwagon show band proves the spirit and
grand harmony continues onward.

James & Cindy Hobbs head up The Flying J Wranglers, the group that now also
features the great talents of Randy Jones, Roy Black, Corinna Ripple and Greg
Meeks.  On this new release their rich blend is better than ever as they offer
terrific takes of “Out On The New Frontier,” “Wyoming On My Mind” “Cross The

Brazos At Waco” and “Rawhide,” showpieces like “Cannonball Rag,” one of my all-time personal favorites
“Cannonball Yodel” and classics like “Last Roundup,” “Blue Shadows On The Trail” and “Pinto Pal.”  The mix is
intelligent and the entertainment factor is high.

I’d call this CD one of those that you can use to make your point…IF your point is that Western Music is worth
a listen from folks who might not believe that could be a fact!  Fourteen tracks total.

CD:  $15 ppd through www.backfortybunkhouse.com — Rick Huff

THE FLYING J WRANGLERS
All Roads Lead West
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One of the endearing aspects (to me, anyway) of these annual collections
without peer (always so intelligently produced by Andy Nelson with Margo
Metegrano) is the different character that flows from each.  I equate them to one
of those Ken Burns specials, like his “Civil War,” “Jazz” or “Baseball.”  The voices
and characters come in, say their piece, and each is a part of the bigger story.  That feeling has never been more
present than it is in “Volume Six.”

The flow from Randy Rieman’s brief introductory poem from Bruce Kiskaddon “Looking Back” through the late
J.B. Allen’s “The Medicine Keepers, Jerry Brooks’ take on “The Old Prospector” of Badger Clark and into Joel
Nelson’s atmospheric work “The Song Of The Packer,” and Linda Kirkpatrick’s “Cattle” is quite the trip taken
in one pass.  Then the late Buck Ramsey sings a capella “Windy Bill” before the late Larry McWhorter (too many
of our treasures are “late”) posthumously joins Waddie Mitchell.  And that’s just the first 25% of this collection!
Jay Snider, Red Steagall, D.W. Groethe, the Mortons, Jesse Smith, Rod Miller, Pat Richardson and many more
are here with some of their best.

The Bar-D Roundup series marks and presents the best of the best.  The CDs rank beyond any reviewer’s
wooing words.  They are fabulous, and this one…once again…needless to say…is a must-have!

CD:  $20 ppd through www.cowboypoetry.com or from PO Box 330444, San Francisco, CA 94133.
— Rick Huff

THE BAR-D ROUNDUP

Volume Six – 2011

A popular Canadian threesome got together at Gitter’s Pub on a Sunday afternoon
in Alberta cowboy country and had a good time helpin’ others to do the same.  So we
have this affable threesome of sets to show for it.

“Ol’ Ugly” is a comic storyteller I’d heard about and seen references to for quite
some time.  Seeing him he could be a classic B-Western sidekick.  He has a rapid and
fluid delivery of his goofy images piled on goofy images that can leave you teetering
and, of course, laughing.  Otherwise known as John Glawson, he bills the act as
“barnyard clean comedy but some fertilizer can hit the stage.”  It’s nothin’ that would

make the prim blush too pink, though.  (35 minutes)
The second set is done by the award-winning Cowboy Poet Doris Daley.  Here’s your chance to see how she

can manage to as easily entertain the ladies of the league as she does the waddies of the weeds.  (24 minutes)
Third on the DVD is singer songwriter Jim Peace who says “a song without a minor chord is a song without

a soul.”  Whether you think so  or not, you’ll agree he uses his minor chords to major effect.  He does a nice set
of originals and “Seven Spanish Angels” too.  (29 minutes)

DVD:  $20 + $3 s/h through www.country-comedian.com or from John Glawson, PO Box 105, Nanton, Alberta,
CA  T0L 1R0.

 — Rick Huff

- DVD REVIEW -

OL’UGLY, DORIS DALEY & JIM PEACE
Live In High River
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Despite all the rhyming going on between the group and the CD’s name, it’s not
Cowboy Poetry!  It’s California’s self-described acoustic “duo, trio and quatro”
(depending on the budget for the gig) Trails & Rails in their newest incarnation.

Added to core band members Walt Richards & Paula Strong are Ken Wilcox (vocals,
guitar & autoharp) and Pete Varhola (upright bass).  Their friends and long time
performers Ken Graydon & Phee Sherline guest on some tracks, with Phee also providing the CD’s cover art.

Some pick tracks include former T & R member Bruce Huntington’s “Coyote Ridge“ (with Wilcox on lead
vocal), Dave Stamey’s “Mountains of the Heart,” Les Buffham & Walt Richards’ “Guess I’ll Have To Stay” and
“Outbound Train” and Ian Tyson’s “Old House” (the first time I’ve ever heard it covered).

There’s a certain primitive authenticity in the Trails & Rails effect that their fans have come to expect, and
here they’ll find it’s still intact.  Twenty tracks total.

CD:  (info not furnished, but check www.trailsandrails.com) — Rick Huff

TRAILS & RAILS
Western Tales

Here’s another one of those 100% danceable, traditional Country CDs from the
Justin Trevino music machine at Heart Of Texas Music!  Lonnie Spiker swings it!
Some people swear nobody puts this stuff out anymore.  Gotta feel sorry for ‘em…

Trevino produced and did vocal backup with Amber Digby, Jake Hooker on upright
bass, Jim Loessberg and Dicky Overby handle steel duties with Tim Alexander

(keyboard), Reggie Butler (fiddle) and Charlie Walton (lead guitar).  That roster by itself is the review for the fan!
Most are Spiker originals, but when he doesn’t write them himself he knows where to find good ones.  Chuck

Cusimano’s “Another Day In the Life of a Fool” is here as are the Hunter, Whitehead & Miller shuffle “What’s
He Got That I Ain’t Got (But You) and Gary McCray’s “Eyes As Big As Dallas.”

If Lonnie Spiker truly is “Coming To A Honky Tonk Near You,”  I’d say “go!”.  Thirteen tracks total.
CD:  $15 ppd through www.backfortybunkhouse.com — Rick Huff

LONNIE SPIKER
Coming To A Honky Tonk Near You

Flag another nice CD into the winners’ circle from Don Richmond’s Howlin’ Dog
Studio in Alamosa, Colorado!  Michael and Dawn Moon’s congenial folk-style harmony
is augmented nicely by One-Man-Band Richmond.  On the album he plays acoustic
bass, mandolin, fiddle, dobro, “high strung” guitar, dulcimer, pennywhistle,

Weisenborn guitar, snare drum and handles a background vocal chore!  Young Aidan Moon does harmony on
one of the album’s pick tracks “Buckaroo Pooh,” a sweet father/son bonding-type song.

Other picks include “Twistin’ Was Done,” the title track “A Little Place Of Our Own,” “Leftover Storm” and
“Hopin’ The Wind Dies Down.”  There are a couple of religious tracks included as well.

The presentation is honest and appropriately homespun as whole cloth.  Fourteen tracks total.  It’s a nicely
done project.  With any luck the Moons could be stars of the genre!

CD:  $15 + 1.50 s/h from Michael & Dawn Moon, 22500 S Peyton Hwy., Colorado Springs, CO 80928.  Also
available through cdbaby.com with downloads for $10.99. — Rick Huff

MICHAEL AND DAWN MOON
A Place Of Our Own
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The contents of Jo Lynne Kirkwood’s Cowboy Poetry book are indeed stories,
portraits and, with any luck, lessons.  For easy dosage they come divided into
sections entitled “The Voices Of Women,” “A Rancher’s Life,” “Tales From The
Coffee Shop” and “Other Voices , Other Seasons.”

The first poem of the first section is a clever analogy using bread making to
describe the raising of boys.  The second (“Forget Me Not”) is so strong it could be
a full movie.  Elsewhere a beautiful, moving poem called “Gina” details the
humiliation of Indian girls at the hands of school missionaries.  Occasionally
Kirkwood effectively chooses non-rhyming “free verse” to convey her

thoughts…mostly in Section Four.
For me one of the toughest assignments is reviewing larger works in limited space.  You want to say so much,

but only get to say so-much.  Just know a copy of this book that comes to your place will be dog-eared from
repeated readings.  Forty-seven works in ninety-nine pages.

Book (softbound):  $15 + $2 s/h from Jo Lynne Kirkwood, PO Box 570207, Sigurd, UT  84657.
 — Rick Huff

JO LYNNE KIRKWOOD
Old Stories

I bought this book at the Gathering Of Nations Powwow since it is about the
astonishing life of my friend and fellow GON stadium announcer Sammy “Tone-kei”
White.  Upon reading it I discovered it includes some of the most important words
ever committed to paper, such as Seneca Chief Red Jacket’s thoughts on Pages 96-
98.

A less balanced or enlightened human than Tone-kei (“ton-kee-eye”) might have
withered before the personal hardships he has faced.  But Tone-kei’s spirit soars on.
The book’s subheading reads “A Storehouse of Memories, Historic Speeches, Indian
Folk Tales and Empowerments from a Celebrated Kiowa Elder.”  It’s more than that.  There are moments in this
book that made every cell of my being yell “YES!!”

Iffy proofreading at the boutique publishing level causes typos and misprints to slip through.  Hopefully they
won’t diminish the impact of the ideas offered.  Many of the book’s sections are taken from Tone-kei’s personal
journal and his 1970s era columns from the Oklahoma Journal.   They generally ended with “I have spoken,”
honoring a custom practiced by great Indian leaders of the past.

This is part of the Western story.  Important words from great thinkers should be taken to heart, even if the
date is late.  ”Tone-kei” is inspiring, heartbreaking and uplifting all at once.  If your heart and spirit are right,
you need to experience it all.  It will make you wish others had.  “I have spoken!”

Book (softbound):  $19.95 through www.goodmedicineranch.com, by calling 702-217-5632 or through
www.gatheringofnations.com — Rick Huff

Tone-kei

HOLLY DAVIS

- BOOK REVIEW -
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It’s official, oh you fans of Jim Wilson!  His long-awaited and critically acclaimed
(in fact award winning) first CD “Border Bravo” is followed up with lightning speed (ok,
seven years but some storms linger on) by, well, his follow-up CD!  “West Of
Somewhere” is every bit as good!

“Sheriff Jim” has a solid acoustic crew with him in Allan Chapman and Rodeo Kate
Howell (from The Texas Trailhands on bass and fiddle respectively), Susan Clark
(from The Buckarettes on accordion and harmony vocals) and Jim Jones (producer

and “pesterer” to get the thing done on guitars, mandolin, dobro, harmonica, piano, bass & vocals).  This album
may hold the record of any CD that isn’t an Ian Tyson recording for offering Tyson songs (five)!  The title track
is Jim’s, though, and likely another award will be wending its way to him for it.

Other picks include Bob Campbell’s “Goin’ Dancin’,” Allen Wayne Damron’s goofy “Streets Of Lajitas” and Pat
& Victoria Garvey’s “Lovin’ Of The Game.”  Lots to like.  Fourteen tracks.  And he swears the next CD’s coming
sooner…but it’s not Western…exactly…

CD:  $17 ppd through www.sheriffjimwilson.com or by check from Buscadero Productions, PO Box 1134, Alpine,
TX  79834. — Rick Huff

JIM WILSON
West Of Somewhere

Many moons ago Roz Brown, the autoharp cowboy, made music at the WMA Festival
in Tucson.  For 30 years he’s been seen at Denver’s legendary Buckhorn Exchange
(with and without Bill Barwick).  This new CD shows just how far he has
adventurously come! This is one of those examples of songs that are not specifically
“Cowboy” still containing some of those (romantic) feelings.  Roz and son/producer
Paul Brown make full use of technology…synthesizers, electrified guitar and pro-

grammed drums included with acoustic elements.  It’s an interesting collection for the right-minded listener,
with three songs written or co-written by the undervalued Wayland Holyfield (“Some Broken Hearts Never
Mend,” “You’re My Best Friend” and “Till The Rivers All Run Dry”).  Bob McDill’s “Someone Like You,” “Come Early
Morning” and “Love Me Tonight” are here and not his Western “Everything That Glitters” or “Coyotes.”  Four Don
Williams songs made the cut, too.  Fifteen tracks total.

‘Gotta say I had fun with this one, but hey…who am I??  Just one humble opinion.  You can add yours.
CD:  $15 ppd from Roz Brown, 1549 S. Holland Ct., Lakewood, CO  80232 or through www.rozbrown.com.
— Rick Huff

ROZ BROWN
The Cowboy and his Sweetheart

When I heard Daron Little in his first release, I must admit he blew me away with
the variety of approaches taken while essentially just using his voice and acoustic
guitar.  More people are on board this time, and that may have placed this CD a bit more
in one particular “groove” than the first.  The good news is it ain’t a bad groove!

Pick tracks here for me are Little’s co-writes “Feelin’ Free” (with Wes Spinks) and
“Of Horses and Men” (with Jay Snider).  Behind those I also warmed to “Wyoming,” “Her
Caballero” and “Cattle Call (Same Ol’ Game), which isn’t the Eddie Arnold song, of course.

Little’s voice seems to be leaning a little harder on the Bob Dylan intonation this time around than I noticed
in the first volume.  If Daron Little makes his music and uses his best instincts without a lot of studio drones’
“consultation,” a fine, original voice in Western Music will continue to ring true.  Fourteen tracks total.

CD:  $15 + $3 s/h from Daron Little, PO Box 314, Encampment, WY  82325, through
www.RanchCowboyMusic.com, www.cdbaby.com or iTunes. — Rick Huff

DARON LITTLE
Ranch Cowboy Music
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Remember those endearing traits of the classic B-Western second ba-
nanas?  Now, thanks to this step-by-step guide, these traits are examined in
the cold light of reason and shown up for what they really are:  endearing traits
of the classic B-Western second bananas!!  Only now you can have people
realize you’re “bananas” too!

Enter (laughing) “The Official Sidekick Handbook,” the newest bid to be
institutionalized by Fred “Too Slim” LaBour of Riders In The Sky and
humorist Texas Bix Bender.  Now there’s a support source for you if being

Number One hits you like Number Two.  Find grey matter-building exercises like matching-up the heroes and
sidekicks in new combos (Captain Kirk & Tonto, Mick Jagger & Bullwinkle, Batman & Boo Boo), learn the finer
points of the winning pratfall and the correct action to take when facing any sidekick situation.  Of course you
should memorize the Sidekick Bill Of Rights.  There may be a test.

Seriously (are you kidding me??), the volume also salutes some real sidekicks.  And although it’s like an
explosion in a comedy club (the jokes are flying), if you read between the gag lines the authors have let some
honest t’gawd philosophy slip in!  But don’t tell those bullshippers or they might get swelled herds.

“The Official Sidekick Handbook” is a great day-brightener and, for Too Slim in particular, surely it was a
LaBour of love!  144 pages.

Book (softbound): $12.99 ppd through www.gibbs-smith.com (click books, western, humor) and at the Riders’
shows!

— Rick Huff

TOO SLIM & TEXAS BIX BENDER

The Official Sidekick Handbook

- BOOK REVIEW -
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Ben Crane is an amazing talent.  He’s a singer, songwriter, multi-instrumental-
ist, humorist and cartoonist.  Oh, yes…and apparently he’s a computer engineering
whiz.  You’d swear a pack of top session musicians were in on this project.  They
were!   Him!!  Multitracking himself with GarageBand, he packed the house on his
iMac across a couple of cold months in Alberta.

Crane’s “Hard Times” CD starts off with “Rich Man,” a ‘Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To Be Cowboys’
song in feel.  The theme here is viewing the upside of hard times.  Whether or not the songs specifically toe
the cowboy line, each is very Western in attitude.  His originals are nice ones, but I have to say he’s put together
a loving treatment of the classic “(Goodbye) Old Paint” that may rank as the best I’ve ever heard.  It made me
listen to the lyrics in a fresh way.

There’s also “Setting Of The Sun,” a terrific original Irish-styled pennywhistle and flute instrumental played
by his daughters.  On its own that one needs to be picked up for the movies!

“Hard Times” is a positive ride, and it may actually make someone else’s hard times just a bit easier to live
with.  Ten tracks total.

CD:  $20 from Jinglebob Music, RR 4, Eckville, Alberta, CA T0M 0X0.  Write ben@bencrane.com to find out
about iTunes downloads.

— Rick Huff

BEN CRANE
Hard Times

- BOOK REVIEW -

In his preface that was adapted to front this collection, Rod Miller brings up the
excellent irony that writers and reciters are both commonly called “Cowboy Poets.”
But then he’s good at making you face stuff…doggone him.

In that same preface Miller states that the works offered in this book are some
of his best “attempts” so far.  To anyone with a soul, that means these are some
of the best Cowboy Poems being done anywhere.  He’s not afraid to take on certain
hallowed parts of the Cowboy culture, either.  He puts it to that oddball thing called
“Queening,” and himself in verses like “Landing Gear” and “Why I’m Not A Roper.”

But his sheer strength of imagery comes across in works like “Tabula Rasa” with the voice of a dead & buried
pioneer speaking from one of the West’s unmarked, sunken-in graves.  In “Eternal Flame” visit the sad, still
resting place of the star bronc with fiery sprigs of Indian Paintbrush rising through the eye holes.  In “Forecast,”
done in non-rhyming free verse, Miller delivers a gut punch of a master in the final two lines.

Through “Things A Cowboy Sees (and Other Poems)” Rod Miller does let us see, and feel.  Believe me, we need
the exercise.  Ninety-six pages.

Book:  $9.95 US and $12.95 Canadian at bookstores’ poetry sections and through www.PortYonderPress.com
(Amazon.com).

— Rick Huff

ROD MILLER
Things A Cowboy Sees (and Other Poems)
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Here in pretty rapid succession across my CD player comes another collection from
some mighty active folks!  Cowboy Music and Cowboy Poetry have an intense friend in
Paul Kern, the organizer of this Salem, Utah event’s “soundtrack.”

Opening things up in a frisky way is “Lucy LaRue” sung by Mary Kaye (now no longer
performing with Richard Lee Cody…was it something I said??)  Poets include some I’ve

met and, more excitingly, a large crop I haven’t!  If they continue these releases may become the “other”
important collections beyond the annual Bar-D Roundup releases.  Here you have music mixed in.  The
performances and writing are mostly top-notch from poets like Sam deLeeuw, Michael Robinson, Paul Bliss,
Casey Woods, Paul Kern, Marleen Busma and Stan Tixier (to name a few!) and musicians like Tony & Carol
Messerly, Brian Arnold, Ken Stevens & Latigo, David Anderson, Clive Romney and others!

“Symposium twentyeleven” is a fine release…a good one to show to those who might question your interest
in the stuff!  Just pop it on your deck, and say “take that!!”  Twenty-three tracks total.

CD:  $5 (believe it or not, and until June 30th $2.50!) plus postage (varies by location) through the link http:/
/Kunaki.com/MSales.asp?PublisherId=113415 — Rick Huff

COWBOY POETS OF UTAH
Symposium twentyeleven

In the group of CDs received this time we found  a surprising number of old friends.
By that I mean longtime performers we haven’t heard from in a spell.  Either way you
look at it, “old friends” spell good memories.

Cecil Cravens will be remembered by early attendees at Western Festivals for the
deep, resonant harmony produced as part of a group called the OK Chorale.  You’ll be
pleased to learn intricate harmony is obviously still front and center on his plate.

Joining Cravens (vocals, guitar, bass, synthesizer, accordion & lap steel)  on various classics and originals
are Joseph Montgomery (keyboards, bass, guitar), Charley Baker (guitar, dobro, bass, keyboard), Randy Smith
(doghouse bass), Donnie Carpenter & Hal Poe (violin), Jim Cravens (guitar), Christy Little (harmony) and Dennis
Baumgardner (celtic harp)!  Check out his original harmony arrangement on “Blue Prairie,”  “Hold That Critter
Down” or originals like “Pushin’ Horns To Kansas” or the daffy “Has Anybody Seen My Cow.”  For “could she
kootchy kootchy coo” try “if she could her cud she’d chew!!” It’s a nice ride down Memory Trail for many of us.
Others, mount up!

CD:  (ordering info not furnished). Ccontact Cecil Cravens, 9 Natchez Pl., Jackson, TN  38395 or google Cecil
Cravens for YouTube selections. — Rick Huff

CECIL CRAVENS
A Western Legacy

“A true Cowboy Poet!”  What will they think up next??  Who knows, but that’s what
you get in Terry Nash’s new release.  What’s more you get quite a good interpreter
of the stuff!

Nash actually lives on a ranch in Colorado…horses, beef and hay intact.  He
introduces his verse to give you the true context of each.  His poems really are stories
(with one actual story as well) and they often prove that truth is stranger than

stretching the truth.  Most are done with musical backup from Ken Dravis. “The Countess  & Clementine”
details a country kind of art appreciation, “Hi and Stella” is a real-life Mac Sennett comedy starring his
grandparents, “A Conversation With Heifers” shows everybody starts somewhere, “Comin’ Off The Mountain”
shows one of the grins of it…”It’s Business” and “Get It On Paper” shows some of the heart-tugs and tears of it.
And then there’s the title piece (wanna bet pullin’s “made easy”).  It’s a seven-plus minute story rather than
a poem.  You can it pretty much figure why it had to be!

Terry Nash’s CD is a good mix, equal parts thought provokers and fun.  Give ‘er a pull!  13 tracks plus intros.
CD:  $16 ppd from Terry Nash, 1278 N Road, Loma, CO  81524 or visit terrynashcowboypoet.com — Rick Huff

TERRY NASH
Calf Pullin’ Made Easy
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Balladeer Pat Meade’s fans will likely embrace his fifth album.  It’s an agreeable
little collection that pretty much goes about illustrating its title song’s name!

Two Les Buffham collaborations are here (“Spin That Pony” co-written with Dave
Stamey and “Simple Little Questions” created with Jean Prescott) and five from
songwriter Terry Smith…one of which (“Ten Seconds In The Saddle”) I’d call a CD pick
track.

Some of the arrangements here employ harmony and solos from singer Ann Brock, and each time she is used
the effect is enhanced.  In one of those examples the creation of “Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To
Be Cowboys” seems to be honored!  Singer/songwriter Ed Bruce was stuck in traffic and experiencing writer’s
block when he grumbled the phrase aloud “Mammas don’t let your babies grow up to be guitar pickers!”
Inspiration for the title and first verse hit.  Then writer’s block struck again!  Ed’s wife Patsy contributed Verse
Two writing about Ed!  That’s the way it’s sung on Meade’s CD.  Fourteen songs total.  CD:  $15 plus $3 s/h from
Pat Meade, 16487 Stone Street, Milo, Iowa  50166. — Rick Huff

PAT MEADE
All I’ve Ever Known

As he says in his liner notes, reciter Steve Porter was encouraged by his wife to
attend and compete in Montrose, Colorado’s National Cowboy Poetry Rodeo in Septem-
ber, 2010.  Good for you, Kathy!!

Porter is an excellent and natural interpreter.  He puts just the right flair on it…not
so much drama you feel he needs to be restrained.  I instantly took to his delivery.  I
liked hearing it, and would listen again.  In this CD (his debut, with music by Matt
Morgan) there are two S. Omar Barkers (“Jack Potter’s Courtin’” & “Purt Near”), four  Bruce Kiskaddons (“An Old
Western Town,” “The Creak Of Leather,” “The Broncho Twister’s Prayer” and the title track “Forgotten”), a
couple of Aussie poet William Henry Ogilvies (“Hoofs Of The Horses” and the one that tears me to shreds “The
Pearl Of Them All”).  There are five more poems including one of his own “My Flea Bitten Gray.”

Steve Porter is a fine example of what I feel is needed in Cowboy Poetry… folks whose delivery transports you.
That’s the only way to really do the material justice.  Thirteen tracks.

 CD:  $15 postpaid from Steve Porter, 211 Dove Lane, Fountain Inn, SC 29644; (864) 876-2742;
cwbyporter@aol.com. — Rick Huff

STEVE PORTER
Forgotten

That’s what Wyoming’s Jared Rogerson says the part-hippie-part-cowgirl heroine
of his CD’s title song is into…”Peace, Love and Horses.”  What Jared is into is
unabashed Western in Hot Country styling.

Rogerson’s album, produced by Brenn Hill and Larry Beaird, demonstrates he has
the sound and the look to carry the Cowboy message to a young Country dance crowd

like Brenn before him.  All songs here are originals with one co-write (“Honky Tonk Halos,” with Brenn Hill and
Nate Curry).  It’s very well done throughout…not what the hardcore Western fan may seek out, but he’s not
seeking to be that.  Take his cowboy ‘Richard’ in “Winter Baja Sun,” for instance.  He’s workin’ at the O Bar Y,
but waitin’ to head where they call him ‘Ricardo’ and hang a buffalo in his bungalow to remind him who he is.

For something totally different, check out Rogerson’s “End Of Days” where the cowboy essentially says to the
girl he’s just met since it’s Armageddon we don’t have much time and I know what we can do back in those trees!
That, folks, is a pick-up line!!  His version of fiddling while Rome burns, maybe…

Older folks may listen and say “oh-boy!”  Younger folks, notably females, will look and listen and say “oh-boy”
and mean it!  Jared Rogerson rocks, in both senses of the word. CD:  $18 + $2 s/h through
www.jaredrogerson.com or from Jared Rogerson, PO Box 2071, Pinedale, WY  82941.    — Rick Huff

JARED ROGERSON
Peace, Love and Horses
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An instrumental Western collection called “Unsung Heroes…”  Right there you’ve
got my vote!

 In the credits the musicians are listed as “Head Wrangler” David Smart (guitars
& mandolin), “Ramrod” Jimmy Mathis (steel guitar) and “Wrangler” Michael Smart
(bass).  For the occasion even the engineer bears the handle “Ears” Warren Jurgens,
the apprentice engineer “Tenderfoot” Mark Miller!

For whatever reason brief versions of “Laredo,” and “Cowboys Lament” and “Streets of Laredo” have been
included and so-named…the same melody with different tempos.  Maybe this was to provide scene breaks of a
sort.  All with the exception of an atmospheric David Smart original called “The Old Mission” are Western
standards such as “Git Along Little Dogies,” “Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds” (cited as being by Bob ‘Noland’),” a nice
arrangement of “(Ghost) Riders In The Sky” and so on.  The performances have the feel of a congenial jam
session.

Instrumental collections of this kind are rare.  There just aren’t that many instrumentalists who release
albums on their own.  But Charles David Smart has, and you may want to wave it in home.  Thirteen tracks
total.  CD:  Purchase price not furnished.  Contact Charles David Smart, 600 N. Stevenson Street, Olathe, KS
66061 or call (913) 780 6190. — Rick Huff

CHARLES DAVID SMART
Unsung Heroes:  Guitar Songs Of The American West

There is probably no name more fitting for this collection than that of its creator.
He is an original, and his range of the Original and the Classically Inspired in this
album are very much in keeping with who and what this fellow is.

Cannon doesn’t tend to like the appellation “Creator” of Elko’s National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering and the Western Folklife Center, but it’s certainly his name that
most folks tend to place in that position!  He is an NPR and PBS contributor and a catalyst for many, many
educational and revealing folk culture elements to have been explored.  Musically in this CD he brings us
visions from past eras set to his music, like his contemporary classic “Hittin’ The Trail Tonight” (based on a
Bruce Kiskaddon poem) or “Soldier’s Heart” (using a Civil War term for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder).  Also
present are newer works that are not specifically derivative, such as “That’s How It Is On The Range” and “Alone
Town” (sparked when an old man told Hal he felt more at home in the town graveyard that walking down Main
Street).

Hal Cannon’s “Hal Cannon” is a trip with an interesting mind, fully annotated and peopled with nine other
fine musicians from Red Rock Rondo.  The man may wear one, but the CD is far from old hat!  Twelve tracks
total. CD:  $16 ppd through www.okehdokee.com — Rick Huff

HAL CANNON
(self-titled)

The new CD from “award winning singer-songwriter” Larry Potts shows he truly
does know his way around singing and songwriting.  He also knows his way around
promoting!

I’ve never encountered a commercial release with liner notes that more
completely details the ordering and booking info and qualifications of the artist (the
above mentioned award-winning phrase), the BMI Catalog number to find his songs
for licensing and more!  And why the heck shouldn’t it??  Enjoyment for the listener

aside,  this collection is obviously promoting his songs to other artists.  With all this info posted, there’s no

L. K. POTTS
Gone West

Continues next page...
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Here’s as honest an interpreter of original works as you’re apt to find!  Utah Cowboy
Poet Paul Kern has once again managed to project that subtle energy in his low-key
approach.

I don’t recall another time a poetry CD’s title track was a mere :52 seconds long, but
Kern gets the job done with it.  He writes with a clear and careful economy of words to
evoke his images, and he does it in perfect meter.  All the tracks are worth a close listen, but for those who
require them some picks include that title track “Morning After Rain,” “If He Nickers At Yer Comin’,” “I’ll Just
Have To Pay Myself,” “The Last Horse Trade,” “Nary A Track,” “A Trajectory Off Course” and “So Long, Lee.”
Particularly effective is the musical support on the album from Clive Romney (guitar) and Tom Hewitson (also
on guitar, harmonica and mandolin).

Note to DJs who may play the disc:  For some reason in the tray card’s listing of tracks, the odd numbered
ones are in the left column, even numbered are in the right.  Wondrous are the workings of a Cowboy Poet’s
mind!!  Fourteen tracks total.  CD:  (ordering info not furnished, but will likely be available through
www.paulkern.com with his previous fine release”Rimrock”) — Rick Huff

PAUL KERN
Morning After Rain

excuse for using his songs without permission!  I’d bet people are going to want to cover some of these songs.
“Cowboy Kind,” “Home To Oregon,” a neat Lewis & Clark piece called “Captains Of The Dream,” “High Sierra,”
“The Ballad Of Black Bart” and others are ripe for the singing!

From the pure enjoyment angle Potts is a comfortable baritone balladeer who definitely has plenty to offer.
Try it out!  Twelve tracks total.

CD:  $15 + $2.99 s/h ($17.99 through PayPal) or send check to L.K. Potts, Full Range Music, 101 Bassett Street,
Petaluna, CA 94952…and I didn’t have to search for it…the info’s on the jacket! — Rick Huff



50 | Summer 2011 The WESTERN WAY

I’m available as a consultant to anybody putting on
American West events because I love it and did it for 20 years.
Consulting allows me to have a lot more free time to talk
about what I know, and it allows me to have more free time
to get out there and play and perform and record my al-
bums.”

Murphey co-owns the masters of his recordings which are
released through the Rural Rhythm label. “I signed on as a
partner to them in the release of my albums, and the first two
albums we did were called Buckaroo Bluegrass. They were
primarily a Bluegrass label, so when I signed I told them there
was absolutely no problem in doing Bluegrass because I
could show the connection between Bluegrass and Western
music. It’s a very strong connection. I made two albums that
were strictly acoustic music with no drums and no electric
instruments, using the finest Bluegrass players. We had a
ball! It was a more old- time approach to the music. It was a
traditional approach that is closer to Bluegrass than the Bob
Wills type of western music. Don’t mistake what I’m saying-
–I love Western Swing--but that’s not the only sound that’s
‘Western’ in character.

“I’m just trying to unite the western crowd and the
bluegrass crowd a little more. I played on the Telluride
Bluegrass Festival a few years back and played cowboy
music with Sam Bush, Mark O’Conner, Pat Flynn and Bela
Fleck, and it came out great so I wanted to do more. I get to do
that again on my new album, Tall Grass and Cool Water, on
Rural Rhythm, which is also called Cowboys Songs 6/Buckaroo
Bluegrass 3. This is the first time I’ve had every song on an
album be a Bluegrass and Cowboy Song at the same time.”

“I’m excited about Tall Grass and Cool Water because there
are tons of people in the West who love fiddles, banjos and
mandolins. If you go to any cowboy poetry and music
gathering those are the instruments they use,” said Murphey.
“It’s an acoustic music. We don’t do that much modern
country that has electric guitars and a lot of volume. It’s a
gentler form of music. It’s from the land and comes from the
ranchers and farmers. “

Retirement

When asked about retirement, Murphey joked, “I’m sorry,
I’m not familiar with that word.”

“No man or woman will ever willingly retire from doing
what he or she loves to do,” added Murphey. “I love writing
and performing music, so I’m going to do it as long as I’m able-
just like I’ve done ever since I was a boy. Back then -as now
- I played guitar, banjo, harmonica and piano just because I
loved the sound. I sang and wrote songs because it made me
feel good. I didn’t need an audience, though I love to share my
music. I’m always going to play instruments, sing and write
songs because I simply love to do it. For me, it’s a passion, not
just a profession. It’s an affliction, and there’s no known cure
for it!”

Murphey Continued from page 34
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My Louisiana” were in Wall Street Cowboy. The Arizona Kid,
a Civil War story, featured an appearance by Los Angeles
radio star Stuart Hamblen and the songs “Home Sweet Home
to Me,” “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” and “Lazy Old Moon.”

The film Jeepers Creepers starred the Weaver Brothers and
Elviry and Roy appeared in a supporting role. Saga of Death
Valley featured Don Barry and the first film appearance of the
Wakely Trio, also known as the Roughriders—Jimmy Wakely,
Johnny Bond and Dick Rinehart—and the songs were “Shad-
ows on the Prairie Tonight,” “Ride, Ride, Ride” and “I’ve Sold
My Saddle for an Old Guitar.” In Roy’s last film released in
1939, Days of Jesse James, featured the songs “I’m a Son of a
Cowboy,” “Saddle your Dreams” and “Echo Mountain.”

In 1938 the Sons of the Pioneers began a syndicated radio
show, “Sunshine Ranch” over KNX and the Mutual Broad-
casting System. At this point the group consisted of Nolan,
Spencer, Perryman, Brady, and the Farr Brothers. They also
continued appearing in Starrett movies.

Roy Rogers was a singing cowboy star by the end of 1939,
although Gene Autry remained the biggest star amongst the
singing cowboys. Roy’s films had fewer songs in them than
Gene’s, but he had strong box office appeal. Republic Pictures
had found itself with two stars it could bank on to sing in the
movies and sell records.

Roy Rogers Continues from page 29

�����

Western Music Association
Founded in 1988 by western music performers and
fans, the WMA supports and promotes the historic,
traditional and contemporary music of the American
West and the American Cowboy.  A non-profit
organization, the Western Music Association strives
to bring ideals embodied in the “Code of the West” to
everyone living in today’s society.  The American
Cowboy represents honor, integrity, respect and a
love for mankind and the world in which he lives and
works.

The Western Music Association is a non-profit 501
(c)(3) Corporation, funded through the generous sup-
port of the western music industry.  Donations are tax-
deductable as a charitable donation.

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �
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Western Playlists

Attention DJs!    Send in your playlists, including
the song and the CD on which it is featured.
For more information, contact Marvin O’Dell,
meoteo@aol.com.

Various DJ friends have reported their playlists for the

last quarter, thus helping us compile these charts re-

flecting which CDs are being played the most on their

radio shows. You will find a listing of those reporting DJs

on the following page. - Marvin O’Dell

TOP TEN WESTERN SWING CDs

TOP TWENTY COWBOY / WESTERN CDs

TOP TEN COWBOY POETRY CDs

*A missing number in the list represents a tie for that spot.

  1. It’s a Good Day - Asleep at the Wheel &
      Leon Rausch
  2. Twin Fiddles Turn Me On - Jody Nix
  3. Back in the Swing - Jimmy Burson
  4. Cookin’ With Carolyn - Carolyn Martin
  5. Swing Me a Song - Chuck Cusimano
  6. What Makes Bob Holler - Hot Club of
      Cowtown
  7. Oklahoma - 1955 - Les Gilliam
  8. Celebrating With Friends - Johnny Gimble &
      Friends
      Houston - The Original River Road Boys
10. Swingin’ Big - Tony Harrison
      Herdin’ Cats - The Saddle Cats

1. The Bar D Roundup, 2011 - Various Artists
2. Sweethearts in Carhartts - Ranch Life 101 -
    Yvonne Hollenbeck, Liz Masterson & 
    Jean Prescott
  3. Cowboy Poetry: The Poetry of Larry
      McWhorter - Larry McWhorter & Friends
  4. Morning After Rain - Paul Kern
      It’s Been a Long Distance -
      Troy Andrew Smith
      Symposium Twentyten: Cowboy Poets of
      Utah - Various Artists
  7. Sorting Time - Yvonne Hollenbeck
  8. Western Wordsmith - Susie Knight
  9. Women of the West - Sam DeLeeuw
10. Live at the National Cowboy Poetry
      Gathering, Elko, NV - Various Artists

   1. A Cowboy’s Song - Sons of the San Joaquin
  2. Austin to Boston - R.W. Hampton
  3. The Cowboy Ain’t Dead Yet, Vol. III -
      R.J. Vandygriff
  4. My Horse Knows the Way Home - Horse Crazy
  5. Blaze Across the West -
      The Tumbling Tumbleweeds
  6. Where the West Begins - Vince & Mindi
  7. Windmill in the Sunset - Earl Gleason
  8. West of Somewhere - Jim Wilson
  9. American - Don Edwards
10. Feels Like Home to Me - Jim Jones

11. 3 Trails West - 3 Trails West
12. Peace, Love & Horses - Jared Rogerson
13. Free Rangin’ - Prickly Pair
14. Father to Father - Curly Musgrave
15. Chrome on the Range - Michael Hurwitz
      Here, There, and Everywhere - Rod Taylor
17. The Silver Screen Cowboy Project -
      Various Artists
18. Texas to a T - The Ball Family
      The Eyes of a Cowboy - J Parson
20. Ghosts and Legends - John Bergstrom
      On the Outskirts of Crazy - Brenda Libby
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Western Playlists - Reporters
Here are the DJ’s who sent their playlists this quarter:

Waynetta Ausmus
PO Box 294
Tom Bean, TX 75489
e-mail: waynettawwr@yahoo.com
www.WaynettaAusmus.com
 
Art Bohman
KSUU – 91.1 FM
107 N. 1150 W.
Cedar City, UT 84720
435-586-8735
raboh2003@yahoo.com

Chuckaroo the Buckaroo
KPOV Radio, 106.7 FM
22470 Rickard Rd.
Bend, OR 97702
541-388-2537
www.kpov.org

Clif Freligh
Music Coordinator
KSEY-FM
2503 Evita Way SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121

George Gamble
Under Western Skies
89.7 WDVR-FM
PO Box 522
Long Valley, NJ  07853
908-730-2818
e-mail: janprx@juno.com
www.wdvfm.org

Mike Gross
15 Nina’s Way
Manchester, CT 06040
“Swingin’ West”
www.swinginwest.com

Corey Hickenbottom
KRUU Country Music Jamboree
405 N. 2nd St. Fairfield, IA 52556
Email:
corey.hickenbottom@gmail.com

Judy James
PO Box 953
Weatherford, TX  76086
e-mail: Cowboyjubilee891@yahoo.com
  
Al Krtil
225 W. 7th St.
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008
e-mail: alkrtil@yahoo.com
www.sudzincountry.com

Jarle Kvale
KEYA Public Radio
PO Box 190
Belcourt, ND  58316
e-mail: jkkeya@utma.com

Graham Lees
Radio HWD
13 Overthorpe Ave.
Dewsbury, West Yorkshire
WF120DS
UK
e-mail: g-lees@sky.com

Eddy Leverett
c/o Campfire Productions
1623 Co. Rd. 820
Cullman, AL 35057
Around the Campfire
WKUL
www.wkul.com
e-mail: kudzucowboy@hotmail.com

Dallas & PJ McCord
Cowboy Culture Corner
KNND 1400 AM
240 Blue Jay Loop
Creswell, OR 97426
e-mail: dallasmccord@yahoo.com

Hugh McLennan
McLennan Ranch
Lot 1, Hyas Lake Rd.
Pinantan, BC, Canada  VOE 3E1
e-mail: hugh_McLennan@telus.net
www.CowboyLife.com

Rhine Nyen
Cowboy Music Roundup
PO Box 881124
Steamboat Springs, CO  80488
www.cowboymusicroundup.com

Marvin O’Dell
”Around the Campfire”
e-mail: meoteo@aol.com
1617 W. Paseo de la Palma
Palm Springs, CA  92264
760-832-6240
www.musikode.com

Barbara Richhart
Western Belle of KSJD
CowTrails Show
32229 CO RD P
Mancos, CO 81328
Studio: Sundays 12:00-2: PM
Studio 970-564-0808
Home: 970-882-1413
Cell: 970-739-8408
Streaming www.ksjd.org
bfboston@fone.net

O.J. Sikes
327 Westview Ave.
Leonia, NJ 07605
e-mail: osikes@nj.rr.com
www.BostonPete.com

Totsie Slover
The Real West From The Old West
220 S. Gold Ave.
Deming, NM 88030
575-494-0899 – cell
e-mail: realwestoldwest@live.com
http://totsieslover.spaces.live.com

Tommy Tucker
KRLC Radio
805 Stewart Ave.
Lewiston, ID 83501
e-mail: tommy@idavend.com
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In Memoriam:
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Locke Hamilton
1952-2011

Locke Hamilton
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It is with sadness that we note the passing of WMA Perform-
ing Member Locke Hamilton of Dubois, Wyoming. Audiences
throughout Wyoming and the West know her as the lead
singer of the Prickly Pair and the Cactus Chorale.  She died at
her home in Dubois on April 7, 2011. She was 58. Locke Corson
was born June 16, 1952 in Philadelphia, Pa. She married Les

Hamilton on Dec. 31, 1996, in
Lander, Wyoming. She was a
world class equestrian trainer
and competitor. Locke per-
formed with her husband, Les,
and Norman Winter as the
Prickly Pair and the cactus
Chorale. Musical achieve-
ments include winning the
WMA’s Marilyn Tuttle Best of
the Best 2009 Harmony Award
and the 2010 Award for Best
Traditional Album by a Duo or
Group for their album “Ro-

mance With the Range.”  Six of the trio’s eight albums charted
nationally on Americana Folk Radio and were rated in the top
10 for well over a decade in the Western Music genre. She also
won the Christian Music Association’s Album of the Year
award for her mid-90s release, ”God’s Country.” Her family
said her whole life was music and horses.

She is survived by her husband Leslie Hamilton, of Dubois,
daughter, Tara Golliher, of Dubois; her father, Dr. Joseph
Corson, of Pa.; brother, Bill Corson, and sister, Dr. Ann Corson,
both of Pa.; stepson, Shad Hamilton and his wife Amanda and
their children, of Lander, Wyoming.; stepdaughter, Hope
Hamilton, of Virginia.; close friend and band member, Norman
Winter, of Dubois, Wyoming..

Legendary fiddler Billy Beeman passed away on April 5,
2011. For seven decades Billy Beeman impressed his friends
and fans with his unique fiddling and songwriting ability. As
a child, Billy’s first music teacher was the legendary Woody
Guthrie, who also started Billy in radio. As Billy was growing
up, Bob Wills was one of his greatest influences, as were

Stephan Grappelli, Hugh Farr
and Spade Cooley. Perhaps as
a result of the guidance and
friendship he was shown by
his musical heroes as a boy,
Billy was always been ready to
pass along friendly tips to
today’s youngsters, all of
whom greatly admired him.

   Billy and his family were
instrumental in bringing West-
ern music to Knott’s Berry
Farm, where it thrived for years.
While there, Billy led the

Wagonmasters and recorded several albums with the group
which are highly prized by collectors today and have been re-
issued on CD.

   Billy and his late brother, Bobby, were a major force in the
creation of the Western Music Association. For the first years
of the Association’s existence, Billy and the Lobo Rangers were
annual headliners at the WMA’s festivals, with Billy’s fiddle
and compositions making up a significant portion of the
Rangers’ repertoire.

CHRONICLES OF AN OLD FIDDLER, Billy’s autobiogra-
phy, documents his extensive career.

 He was inducted into the Western Music Hall of Fame in
1998. – by O. J. Sikes

Billy Beeman
1926-2011

Billy Beeman

Dave Dixon
We are mourning the loss on April 11, 2011 of Dave Dixon,

our friend, fellow singer/songwriter, and member of the South-
ern California Chapter of The West-
ern Music Association.  A Native
American who was fiercely proud of
his Creek Indian heritage, Dave was
respected as a spiritual advisor and
enjoyed participating in Native
American drumming ceremonies.

For several years Dave was part of
the duo, “Cedar and Sage” with the
late WMA member Paul Hendel.  Dave
played guitar, bass, flute, and har-
monica.  His voice was smooth and

melodic, with a unique tone and varying range, ideal for
harmonizing.

Dave Dixon

Dean Armstrong
The Western Music Association is saddened to report the

passing of a true and steadfast friend of Western Music, the
legendary Dean Armstrong.
Dean was truly a Tucson music
institution. He and his wife of 68
years, Ardith, came to Tucson in
1946. Armstrong landed a sing-
ing gig at the old Chanticleer
Night Club and then on to the
Open Door Night Club when the
Chanticleer closed in 1948. It was
there that Armstrong formed his

Western swing band, the Arizona Dance Hands.
Dean was one of those rare individuals who never had a bad

word to say about anybody. The Western Music Association
will miss him always.

Dean Armstrong
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Taylor Guitars is proud 
to ride alongside the 
Western Music Association.

www.taylorguitars.com 




